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Lesson 11.—Philemon: A Letter on Christian 
Brotherhood. Philemon, 
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My Strength 
By A. F. Jones 


“The Lord is my strength and my life” 
(Psa. 27:1). 
Y HOLD on Thee 
Is weak, O Lord; 
Thy hold on me 
Doth strength afford. 


My faith in Thee 
The foe assails; 

Thy faith, in. me, 
O’er him prevails. 


My life, in Thee, 

A light doth shine; 
Thy life.in me, 

The Lamp Divine. 


My work for Thee, 
The seed to sow; 

Thy work for me, 
To make it grow. 


My worth to Thee, 
To love to tell 
Thy worth to me, 

Immanuel. 
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Beware of Bitterness 


Religious controversy cannot be 
avoided. The Lord Jesus Christ and the 
apostles had to face it; it troubled the 
early church; Calvin, Zwingli, Luther, 
John and Charles Wesley, Whitefield, 
Spurgeon, and many other great leaders 


were involved in it, and we cannot hope 
to escape it. But we need to be on our 
guard, “lest any root of bitterness spring- 
ing up trouble you, and thereby many 
be defiled’ (Heb. 12:15). Perhaps one 
of the worst examples in church history 
of what religious controversy may lead 
to is given in Merle d’Aubigné’s “His- 
tory of the Reformation.” The incident 
described occurred at the time of the 
great debate between Martin Luther 
and Dr. Eck, at Leipzig in June, 1519. 
“Several doctors of the two parties,” 
records d’Aubigné, “had lodgings dur- 
ing the disputation in the house of the 
printer Herbipolis. They became so out- 
rageous, that their host was compelled 
to station a police officer, armed with 
a halberd, at the head of the table, with 
orders to prevent the guests from com- 
ing to blows. One day Baumgartner, an 
indulgence merchant, quarrelled with a 
gentleman, a friend of Luther’s, and 
gave way to such a violent fit of anger 
that he expired. ‘I was one of those who 
carried him to his grave,’ said Froschel, 
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who relates the circumstance. In this 
manner did the general ferment in men’s 
minds display itself. Then, as in our 
own times, the speeches in the pulpits 
found an echo in the drawing room and 
in the streets.” Someone may say, This 
is exceptional and doesn’t happen in our 
day, and one may heartily agree and 
express the fervent hope that it never 
will. But it is a striking object lesson 
not easily forgotten. It is possible, by 
the grace of God, to carry on discus- 
sions of disputed points in Christian 
doctrine on a high plane, seeking ear- 
nestly to guard against personal animos- 
ity. In this connection we need especially 
to remember Paul’s exhortation: “And 
grieve not the holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day. of 
redemption. Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with 
all malice: and be ye kind one to an- 
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:30-32). 


The Need for the Bible Institutes 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


HE editor of the Christian Century 
is disturbed at the growth of Bible 
training schools. “Among the Bap- 
tists and the Disciples they actually 
enroll more candidates for the ministry 
than all their educationally responsible 
seminaries combined and the Presbyte- 
rians are threatened in the same 
way. Thousands of half-orphaned local 
churches have become victims of this 
invasion.” 

But is there not some reason why so 
many churches are turning away from 
the seminaries? Are they getting from 
them pastors versed in the Bible and 
with a passion for souls? Or are too 
many of these prospective ministers men 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Jesus saith unto her, Said I not 
unto thee, that, if thou wouldest 
believe, thou shouldest’ see the 
glory of God?” (John 11:40.) 




















who have been engaged in studying 
peripheral subjects and whose outlook 
is that of a professional caste? 

I have not the competence to answer 
the question and leave it to the seminary 
leaders themselves. 

In the Presbyterian Tribune for April 
one of these describes the mercenary 
spirit present in some seminaries: 

“IT have heard story after story of men 
fresh from seminary, untested and un- 
known quantities, laughing at calls of 
$2,100. What will be the eventual out- 
come in terms of small churches, of new 
fields? The questions answer them- 
selves. ... The faculty adviser of seniors 
in a large seminary privately confessed 
his dismay at the demands and attitudes 
of those he sought to advise. 

“So the Presbyterian Church faces a 
critical condition in terms of its min- 
istry.” 

In an effort to attract students to Col- 
gate-Rochester, the Bulletin of that semi- 
nary printed in May, 1943, a long article 
on “The Income of Colgate-Rochester 
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Divinity School Graduates Some Years 
After Graduation.” The average income 
was as follows: 


The Southern Baptist Conven- 


SE Te. id ead os op WOE es 08 $ 474.51 
All denominations .............. 672.29 
The Northern Baptist Conven- 

ER Se RE ee 1,037.75 


Colgate-Rochester graduates ... 2,818.00 


Professor Donovan of Andover New- 
ton, writing in the Crozer Quarterly of 
July, 1943, describes how seminaries bid 
against each other for students. “Typi- 
cal of the later decades is the memory 
of a student standing at a telegraph win- 
dow and saying: ‘Here are offers from 
three seminaries. Now if I can get Dr. 
Blank at Blank Seminary to raise them 
I ought to have something pretty good 
next year.” Few were so frankly mer- 
cenary, although, as one president ob- 
served, ‘the choice of a seminary often 
was determined by reasons pecuniary 
to the student,’” 

He continues: “Some wonderful bar- 
gains were made by shrewd offering of 
college courses,” presumably bribing 
students to come to the seminary by ar- 
ranging to give them free college courses 
alongside the seminary ones. “To over- 
come this situation [in the seminaries] 
the Baptist Theological Faculties Union 
was organized. The high ideals of the 
meetings did not always go into effect. 
Under such circumstances it was natural 
that suspicions of competition should 

é 
persist.” 

In his Inaugural Address as Fourth 
President of Crozer, October 31, 1944, Dr. 
Edwin Aubrey gave this picture of life 
in a typical “modernist” seminary: 

“Once in the seminary the theological 
student should work intensively at his 
studies. When they are as heavily sub- 
sidized as our ministerial students are, 
we should be able to command their 
full time. Too many are working long 
hours on outside tasks that make no con- 
tribution to their training. Too many 
are actually making money out of a 
seminary course while they are benefi- 
ciaries of funds given to make their 
studies possible. Too many students are 
marrying before, or during, seminary 
training not in order to share their prep- 
aration with their wives, but either to 
exploit their wives as homemakers and 
even as bread-winners, while they enjoy 
their intellectual development, or else 
to have the comforts denied to other 
professional trainees, while the school 
foots the biil. ... A radical review of 
our scholarship program and of our stu- 
dents’ outside work is called for. When 
a student can boast of clearing a thou- 
sand dollars in his seminary course, to 
quote an instance once reported to me, 
the administration may well examine 
its own trusteeship of its funds. 

“A seminary is itself a community, and 
in its life are built up the attitudes, 
good and bad, that shape a man’s career. 
Much that passes for personal freedom 
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in the academic community is simply ir- 
responsibility. Petty rivalries between 
the teachers make cynics of the students. 
The special subsidies of which I spoke 
may rob a student either of self-respect 
or else of moral sensibility. The criti- 
cal habit of mind, so central to good 
scholarship, may lose its contact with 
appreciation and become _ supercilious 
callousness. More definite cultivation of 
the devotional life is desirable. Where 
is it harder to conduct a service of wor- 
ship than in a theological school? Surely 
here, if anywhere, men and women 
should find it possible to live as a little 
Christian community.” , 

Instead of being encouraged to inten- 
sive study of the Bible for expository 
preaching and pastoral help, students 
are subjected to all sorts of scattered 
teaching. “Courses undreamed of fifty 
years ago deal with philosophy in its 
bearings on religion, with various as- 
pects of psychology, with social relations, 
with the study of other religions, with 
pedagogy, music, literature, drama, and 
pageantry” (Donovan, loc. cit.). Presi- 
dent Palmer of Chicago Serhinary tells 
us that Greek and Hebrew may be 
studied, but are not required. “This 
makes room for studies in social and 
psychological fields which we consider 
as far more useful for the modern min- 
ister. We also emphasize courses in 
religious education, church administra- 
tion, religious drama and _ literature, 
speech, music, missions, and even pro- 

(Continued on page 1114) 
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More About the New Lessons 


_I was reading that your paper will 
list two separate lessons starting the 
first of the year. Haven’t heard much 
about this new evangelistic series of 
lessons. Could you advise a bit more 
about them? 

Just which of the denominations will 
carry them in their quarterlies? 

I never heard about this National 
Sunday School Association. Is that 
something new? Who is in back of 
it? I always thought the International 
Council of Religious Education headed 
the different denominations. 

I would appreciate hearing more 
about the new lesson material and 
which of the publishers will use it. 
Just what will the series be based 
on? Who can give an outline of it? 
—A Pennsylvania reader. 


May we ask, Will the “Uniform Bible 
Lesson Series” issued by the National 
Sunday School Association be on the 
same Bible portions as the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons? Or will these 
National Sunday School Association 
lessons be more on the order of con- 
secutive Bible study? 

Have you an outline of what the les- 
son topics will be? 

Will any of the publishing companies 
be pee, See new lessons in 

upl ’s work books and teacher’s text- 


Our Sunday school is now using 
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Uniform lessons, but we feel we would 

rather have consecutive studies right 

through the Bible,— A Maryland 
reader, 

Must we have three series of uniform 
lessons? This will only serve to divide 
the body of Christ further. How can 
this be of God?—An Illinois reader 
(anonymous). 

In four issues of the Times (Oct. 12, 
19, 26, and Nov. 2), the Tomes announced 
its intention of publishing helps on two 
new series of Uniform Lessons. These 
are the “Uniform Bible Lesson Series,” 
not beginning until 1948, and to be pub- 
lished by the National Sunday School 
Association, 343 S. Dearborn St., Chi- 
cago 4; and the “Evangelical Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons,” begin- 
ning in 1947, and to be published by the 
American Council of Christian Churches, 
15 Park Row, New York 7. (As was 
announced in the Trmes, Nov. 9, the 
quarterlies for this latter series may be 
obtained from the J. F. May Press, 429 
Castro St., Hayward, Calif.) It is not 
yet known which of the denominations 
will publish helps on the “Uniform Bible 
Lesson Series.” Presumably most of the 
church bodies which are members of 
the American Council of Christian 
Churches, and of- which there are now 
fifteen, will use the “Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons.” 

The American Council of Christian 
Churches was organized in September, 
1941. The National Sunday School Asso- 
ciation was launched in May, 1945. This 
latter association is affiliated with the 


~National Association of Evangelicals, 


which held preliminary meetings in the 
fall of 1941, was temporarily organized 
in April, 1942, and held its constitutional 
convention in May, 1943. A report of 
the first national convention of the Na- 
tional Sunday School Association, held 
in the Moody Memorial Church, Chi- 
cago, October 2-6 of this year, was writ- 
ten by Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Associate 
Editor of the Tres, and published in the 
Times for November 9. That article 
gives considerable information on the 
scope, aims, and leaders of the move- 
ment. 


It is true that the International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education has repre- 
sented the larger denominations. But 
because of the widespread dissatisfaction 
with the Uniform Lessons issued by the 
Council, these two new series have been 
instituted. It is the purpose of the com- 
mittees issuing the new lessons to give 
a more comprehensive view of the whole 
Bible, to present clearly the truth of 
salvation and all other foundation doc- 
trines, and to see to it that all their 
titles, suggestions, and outlines are writ- 
ten from the point of view of those who 
accept the wHole Bible as the inspired 
and infallible Word of God. The out- 
lines of the “Evangelical International 
Sunday School Lessons,” to begin in 

(Continued on page 1103) 
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The Aim in Christian Education 


The unsound objectives of liberalism and 
the goal of sound Christian training 


By HAROLD C. MASON, Ed.D., D.D., LL.D. 


tian education it is well to turn to 
two books which have become 
known as classics in religious education. 
The first of these works, “Christian Nur- 
ture,” was written by Horace Bushnell, 
and the other, “Education in Religion 
and Morals,” by George Albert Coe. 
Horace Bushnell was born in Con- 
necticut in 1802. His father was trained 
as a Methodist and his mother as an 
Episcopalian. Young Horace, however, 
was reared as a Congregationalist. While 
a student at Yale University he read 
Coleridge’s “Aids to Reflection,” and be- 
came troubled with “intellectual doubts.” 
As a tutor at Yale in 1829, he decided 
upon the study of law. But in 1831 a 
great revival of religion came to the 
university, and Bushnell, in the words 
of Professor Williston Walker, “entered 
into the joy and confidence of the King- 
dom of God.”1 This changed his plans 
for becoming a lawyer, and he soon 
entered the Yale Divinity School, ‘be- 
coming pastor of the North Congrega- 
tional Church in Hartford, Conn., in 
1833. From such training and experi- 
ence he published, in 1847, his “Dis- 
courses on Christian Nurture,” rewrit- 
ten and enlarged in 1861. 


The Reaction Against the New Birth 


In a work, “Nature and the Super- 
natural,” published in 1858, he said that 
the natural and supernatural are not 
mutually exclusive and antagonistic 
realms; and in three published studies 
on the Atonement he maintained that 
the Atonement is but the highest mani- 
festation of true love, as all: true love 
involves vicarious sacrifice; that “God 
through loving sympathy takes on Him- 
self man’s miseries, and by that very 
act flows forth the more abundantly in 
good will toward His creatures.” 2 

There is suggested in these writings 
of Dr. Bushnell the germ of two sig- 
nificant doctrines, namely, the moral in- 
fluence theory of the Atonement, and the 
identification of the natural and the 
supernatural. 

With these opinions of Horace Bush- 
nell in mind, the question may be asked, 
Why is the mention of him of moment 
in a discussion of the aim in Christian 
education? The answer may be briefly 
and succinctly given. 

In the eighteenth century America 


T' CONSIDERING the aim in Chris- 





Scribner’s Sons, 1923, New York 17.) 
biographical sketch by Williston Walker, re- 
vision by Luther A. Weigle, p. 24. (Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1923, New York 17. 

2Tbid., p. 28. 


One of the high lights of the first 
Annual Convention of the new 
National Sunday School Association 
in Chicago, October 2 to 6, 1946, was 
this address, given on Friday eve- 
ning, pointing out the supreme 
importance of having the right aim 
in Sunday school teaching. Dr. 
Mason is professor of Christian 
Education, Graduate School of The- 
ology, Northern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Chicago. 
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was suffering a terrific moral decline 
when George Whitefield, Jonathan Ed- 
wards, and others, about the middle of 
the century, stirred it with revival fires 
which burned from 1792 to 1858, or for 
a period of about seventy years. 

In this period children were viewed 
as children of wrath'and were exhorted 
to flee the wrath to come. They were 
told that they must be born again. This 
sort of preaching produced strong men 
and women, who, according to Dr. 
Walker, “were able to give a reason for 
the faith that was in them.”3 Against 
this view, which was producing such 
strong and influential Christians, Dr. 
Bushnell vigorously and even bitterly 
reacted. He insisted that children born 
into a Christian household should be 
allowed to grow up as Christians, never 
knowing themselves to be otherwise. 
This he held to be the normal method 
of perpetuating the church. 


In his conception of unity in the uni- 


verse as concerns the natural and the 


supernatural, and his view that from the 
moment of birth the child in the Chris- 
tian home is simply to be reared in 
Christian principles, growing up a Chris- 
tian and never knowing himself as other 
than that, is laid the ground for con- 
temporary naturalism in religious edu- 
cation. And by this teaching the ques- 
tion is projected: Does the statement of 
Jesus, “Ye must be born again,” apply 
to children as well as adults, and if so, 
how does it apply? 

The other notable book on the subject 
of religious education appeared in 1904, 
forty-three years after Bushnell’s re- 
vised work of 1861. Dr. George Albert 
Coe, the author of the second book, 
“Education in Religion and Morals,” at 
the time of its writing was professor 
of Moral and Intellectual Philosophy in 
Northwestern University. 


In this work he asks, “What makes 
schools necessary, and what are ther 





$Tbid., p. 29. 
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for?” Answering this question he main- 
tains that schools exist for three rea- 
sons: (1) because children exist, in- 
complete but capable of development; 
(2) because children are to be schooled 
for something; (3) because adults wish 
to pass on vicariously their experience. 
He says that there are three errors in 
education, namely: overemphasis upon 
the adult point of view; overemphasis 
upon the destiny of man; overemphasis 
upon the child. He then asks, What is 
the goal of education? Education, he 
says, is ethical in both end and process. 
Evolution has provided a basis upon 
which our spiritual building can be 
erected, for the movement of life has 
been upward toward the capacity of the 
impulse of love toward God. It is for 
this reason that we discover God in 
evolution. In fact, nature, the child, and 
the educator are one, that is, He in whom 
“we live, and move, and have our be- 
ing,” for material atoms are but forms 
of divine activity. The laws of nature 
are simply the orderly methods of His 
rational will, which is in complete con- 
trol of itself. Evolution does not suffer 
any break when man, a self-conscious 
and moral being, appears, because the 
whole of evolution is, in reality, a proc- 
ess of realizing a moral, purpose. The 
correlation of mind and brain is just 
the phenomenal aspect of the real cor- 
relation of mind with the divine power 
which sustains man. Development is 
more than mere growth, for develop- 
ment implies qualitative change. 

In effect, he says that man and God 
and nature are one and the same eternal 
process.4 


Coe’s Criticism of the Sunday School 


Thus Dr. Coe laid the religious ground- 
work for the unqualified pragmatic natu- 
ralism set forth in secular education by 
John Dewey. 

Of Bushnell’s conservatism Coe ob- 
serves: 

“There was lacking in Bushnell’s time, 
the biological mold of thought which 
has so helped us to take in the notion 
of development... Finally, there was lack- 
ing the background of modern schools. 
The educational reform had not yet won 
its way to the popular consciousness. 
The common schools were still narrow, 
traditional, repressive. Any thorough 
reform of religious education would have 
seemed revolutionary and fantastic.”5 

Continuing, he criticizes the Sunday 
school: 

“The Sunday school has made instruc- 
tion, rather than education, its chosen 
work, and not even instruction in re- 
ligion as such but instruction in the 
Bible. Its point of departure, too, has 
been essentially dogmatic. It has com- 
monly sought, not so much. to develop 





4“Education in Religion and Morals.” By 
George Albert Coe, pp. 40-43, (Fleming H. 
Nevell, 1904, New York 10.) 

®TIbid., p. 385. 
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the religious germ in the soul of the 
pupil, as to fortify him with a set of 
dogmatic ideas supported by Bible 
texts.” 

In spite of what Coe feels to be its 
inadequacies, however, in a footnote he 
credits the Sunday school with having 
made certain distinct advances since its 
beginnings in 1780, as follows: (1) It 
had extended “from neglected and 
vicious children to all classes of chil- 
dren”; (2) “from a few paid teachers 
to a vast army of men and women who 
had given their services for Christ's 
sake.” (3) In scope of instruction it 
had proceeded “from general education 
—reading, writing, etc.—to the Bible 
specifically, the Bible also having largely 
superseded the catechism”; (4) “as to 
method, from memorizing texts to study- 
ing passages”; (5) “as to material, from 
random choices of Biblical passages to 
systematic, uniform lessons.” 7 


He further states that great gains to 
the church had accrued from the Sun- 
day school, namely: 

“(1) The teaching function of the 
church has received new and positive 
emphasis. (2) Each local church has 
acquired a specific organ for religious 
education. (3) An army of workers has 
been enlisted. However defective their 
work may be, the mere fact that lay- 
men to the number of millions are 
regularly and systematically trying to 
do something for the young is of great 
moment. (4) A great number of young 
lives has been led to conscious disciple- 
ship, and the Bible has been carried 
to many an unchurched region. (5) 
Christian union has been fostered 
through the uniform lesson system, the 
convention system, etc.” 8 


In the reading of this tribute to the 
Sunday school the question is bound 
to occur to thoughtful minds, if to that 
juncture, 1904, when Coe published 
“Education in Religion and Morals,” the 
Sunday school had arisen to such heights 
of service in the cause of Christ, why 
should the aim by which it was so 
gloriously succeeding, be changed? His- 
tory seems to have the answer. The 
true aim of the Sunday school has been 
changed: (1) to accommodate the aim 
of the Sunday school to the theory of 
evolution; (2) to accommodate it to a 
romantic, Hegelian transcendentalism: 
(3) to accommodate it finally to a hu- 
manism and naturalism which amounts 
to atheism itself. 

Coe sets forth his aim in religious 
education as being the development of 
the religious nature of the child, to help 
the immature powers of the child to 
unfold and grow; and, secondly, to ad- 
just the child to its divine environment. 
God and nature are one and the child is 
to become at home in the world of which 





*Tbid., p. 336. 
tIbid., p. 287. 
SIbid., p. 287. 
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it is an organic part. “In religious edu- 
cation organized man provides for a 
progressive adaptation of the race to its 
divine environment.” 

It was against the impact of such natu- 
ralism that the great leaders of the Sun- 
day school movement so valiantly and 
intelligently contended after the turn of 
the century. Today we are reaping the 
whirlwind, the inevitable outcome of 
compromises in the philosophy of Chris- 
tian education toward, first, pantheism, 
and then outright atheism. We have 
come to the day of Dr. Dewey’s prag- 
matic evolutionism dressed up in priestly 
robes. It is the day of “instrumental- 
ism,” of the “functional” or expedient 
approach to moral and religious prob- 
lems. Subjectivism is on the throne, and 
the cause of Christ languishes, along 
with personal and social morality. F 

In contradistinction to the aims of so- 
called “liberalism” must be posited the 
Christian aim. While this aim may be 
stated in diverse ways, it certainly in- 
cludes: (1) instilling an adequate con- 
cept of God as being distinct from His 
creation, but omnipresent, exercising 
His personality in relation to His cre- 
ated universe in the plan of salvation; 
(2) teaching that this adequate concept 
can only come from God Himself in self- 
revelation in the form of personal com- 
munication of His mind and will; (3) 
maintaining a true view of man, his 
nature and purpose in the universe, and 
the revelation of God in Christ and the 
Word in relation to man and His destiny; 
(4) teaching the true function of re- 
ligious education in relation to such 
concepts, 

The true function of Christian educa- 
tion is to bring to persons adequate and 
authoritative knowledge of Christ as the 
supernatural Saviour and Lord, who im- 
parts, miraculously, a new life to human 
beings; and to nurture persons in Chris- 
tian truth, ideals, and techniques of 
living. 

Aim is of vital importance in educa- 
tion, for it controls everything in the 
educational endeavor. In the field of 
medicine, aim determines whether sur- 
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gery or medication is called for; in archi- 
tecture, aim determines whether a strue- 
ture will be a chicken coop or a sky- 
scraper. Aim determines the difference 
between plowing a field and excavating 
a basement; between’ manufacturing a 
watch or throwing a baseball. Through 
each and all of these activities runs the 
thread of purpose which determines 
them. ; 

In education, personnel will be de- 
termined by aims, as will also techniques 
and methods, architecture, equipment, 
promotional activities, community rela- 
tionships, finance, missions, evangelism, 
organization, and administration. If we 
have the true aim in religious educa- 
tion we shall be concerned with the in- 
dividual in relation to a body of truth. 
We shall of course be teaching the pupil, 
but teaching him saving truth. In so 
doing we are truly sensible and true to 
the real meaning and purpose of educa- 
tion. For teaching involves transmis- 
sion of knowledge or skills. “Creative” 
teaching, so-called, involves personal- 
ities and materials that are bound up 
with the past. There can be no teach- 
ing which does, not involve the trans- 
mission of something. 

Christian education not only involves 
the use of techniques and methods, but 
also an understanding of the reason for 
their development and employment. It 
is possible to have correct aims and 
poor techniques. Trying to do the right 
thing in the wrong way is unfortunate 
and may be tragic. But to do the wrong 
thing the right way is without jistifica- 
tion and is tragic, also. 

There may be too much time spent on 
methodology, the mechanics of Chris- 
tian education, and too little on the true 
meaning and purpose of it. And there 
may be attempts to fit to orthodox aims 
techniques and methods that belong 
only with aims that deny -supernatural- 
ism and the plan of salvation. 

Let us first of all make sure of 
aim, then let there be only those tech- 
niques aud methods employed that fur- 
ther its realization. 


CHICAGO. 


Capture the Children for Christ 


Reaching the most receptive unevangelized group in the world 


O FARTHER away than your door- 

step lies‘one of the largest mission 
fields of this generation. Stretching 
from your sidewalk around the globe are 
millions of boys and girls of grade school 
age who form the most accessible, most 
receptive unevangelized group in the 
world. 

In the United States alone are twenty- 
five million children between five and 
twelve years of age. Less than five 
million are enrolled in any Sunday 
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school; and in recent decades enroll- 
ments have shown a more or less steady 
decline, dropping forty per, cent between 
1926 and 1936. Furthermore, evangelical 
authorities estimate that eighty per cent 
of the children who attend Sunday 
school are never truly evangelized. 
Such statistics indicate that the chil- 
dren of America are pagan. No won- 
der one child evangelism worker had to 
train her children not to call her Jesus. 
In view of such facts, multiplied reports 


% 








agers 











—_——s 





oO nN en 


pLesson for December 15 


of children who have never heard the 
names “Jesus,” “God,” or “Christ” —or 
have heard them only in oaths—are 
no longer startling. But they will al- 
ways remain tragic. 

In sharp contrast to the situation as 
it exists is the ease with which children 
can be approached with the Gospel story 
and the willingness. with which they 
accept God’s gift of salvation through 
Christ. Open-air child evangelism 
workers gather groups of children any- 
where —on the street, or in parks and 
playgrounds. One woman’s invitation to 
tell a story broke up a sandlot baseball 
game. Children who couldn’t be bribed 
to enter a church will enter a home 
readily to attend a Bible club. Child 
evangelism is one of the easiest and most 
fruitful fields of missionary work; but 
it has largely been overlooked. 


The Beginning of the Work 


Until ten years ago no organized, con- 
certed effort existed on a national or 
world-wide scale. In D. L. Moody’s time, 
E. Payson Hammond gained renown here 
and in Great Britain as a child evange- 
list. Another great worker with chil- 
dren, Dr. Richard W. Lewis, died in 1943. 
In 1923, J. Irvin Overholtzer organized 
a children’s workers’ training school, 
and began evangelizing boys and girls 
in the San Francisco Bay area. About 
the same time city-wide child evange- 
lism in Los Angeles was launched by 
the Church of the Open Door. In 1927, 
the Union Bible Classes of Portland, 
Oreg., employed two of Mr. Overholtzer’s 
graduates to develop child evangelism 
in that city. Other small, localized ef- 
forts started, portents of the awakening 
interest in children, but not the organ- 
ization that was to unify and to marshal 
the forces of child evangelism to circle 
the globe. 

God had his man to lead the move- 
ment — Mr. Overholtzer, founder and In- 
ternational Director of the International 
Child Evangelism Fellowship. But the 
Lord had also a program of preparation, 
developing, and tempering before the 
man and the time were ripe. For some 
time, Mr. Overholtzer’s vision of the field 
had outgrown his efforts in the Bay 
cities. His heart was being increasingly 
burdened to pray for all the children of 
the United States, but he was as reticent 
as Moses about assuming the responsi- 
bilities God was giving him. 

“As I prayed about this situation,” he 
confesses, “it became very clear that 
the Lord was calling me to a larger 
ministry, one that would involve the 
children of the nation. I shrank utterly 
from this call, tried to dismiss it, and 
even to make myself believe that it 
was not a call from God. But the Lord, 
as I had found, has a way of His own 
and He shut me up to this thing, and 
it became very clear that, if I did not 
obey, I should get utterly out of His 
will and lose my blessing altogether.” 

A hurried review of Mr. Overholtzer’s 
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life clearly reveals the hand of God 
molding his spiritual experience to fit 
him for just the place he is now filling. 
As a small boy under conviction of sin, 
he knew the frustration of finding no 
one to lead him into the peace of soul 
in Christ. Saved finally at the age of 
twenty, he became a minister; but he 
had neither joy nor fruit in his ministry, 
until, after several years, he became 
straight on the doctrine of salvation by 
grace. 

An outgrowth of that experience was 
an interest in the possibility of child 
conversion. He experimented with two 
little girls in his Sunday school from 
a non-Christian home. “My faith was too 
weak to use my own children as guinea 
pigs,” he admits. Not only did the two 
girls give evidence of regeneration, but 
within three months they were bringing 
their mother to church and she was 
saved. She testified that the changed 
lives of her daughters brought her to 
Christ. ' 

During the summer of 1934, Mr. Over- 
holtzer spent ten weeks in open-air 
child evangelism in Chicago. He visited 
north shore middle class residential 
areas, west side Italian and Slovakian 
sections, and the south side Negro slums. 
He talked to thousands of boys and girls, 
keeping accurate records of contacts, 
professions of faith, and refusals. Out 
of more than five thousand boys and 
girls to whom he witnessed, only sev- 
enty-seven refused to accept Christ when 
invited — twenty of these were Jews, 


Two Guarantees of God’s Will 


This experience was the climax of 
God’s preparation for the work that lay 
ahead. No more doubts could exist of 
the need for child evangelism, of the 
reality of child conversion, or of the 
willingness of children to accept Christ. 
Now came the call. Finally surrender- 
ing to the program that the Lord was 
blueprinting for the future, Mr. Over- 
holtzer asked for two guarantees that 
the Lord was with him in this new ven- 
ture. First, he asked for a renewal of 
his call to child evangelism, which he 
had received some twelve years before. 
His second request was for clear revela- 
tion in the Word that small children 
could be regenerated. 

The Lord answered his first request 
by increasing his vision and burden of 
prayer to include the children of the 
whole world. State by state, and then 
nation by nation, he prayed around the 
globe. Then the burden lifted. The 
second request was answered during six 
months of intensive Bible study. In 
Ephesians and Colossians he saw that 
children were included among those ad- 
dressed as “saints.” 

Early in 1936, in Los Angeles, Calif., 
the International Child Evangelism Fel- 
lowship was organized, with Mr. Over- 
holtzer as International Director. An 
International Committee was formed at 
the same time. Later a thoroughly or- 
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thodox statement of faith was adopted, 
which must be signed annually by every 
worker and committeeman. 

As Mr. Overholtzer testifies: “Dur- 
ing the time that has elapsed since those 
days constant miracles have been wit- 
nessed in the spread of the work of 
child evangelism.” The Fellowship op- 
erates with a state director and com- 
mittee in all but eight states. Nearly 
every large city has an organized Fel- 
lowship, and local organizations are be- 
ing established in increasing numbers 
of smaller cities and towns. Several 
provinces of Canada are being reached; 
Great Britain, Australia, and South Af- 
rica have taken up the work; and mis- 
sion boards in Central and South Amer- 
ica, in Africa, and in India have 
appointed Fellowship directors from 
among their workers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh W. Pain, former 
missionaries in Cuba, direct the Spanish- 
American Fellowship; and the Colored 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, under the 
direction of Mr. Erwin R. Wedel, is 
launching a nation-wide program. At 
this moment, full-time Fellowship work- 
ers are awaiting government permission 
to enter Germany. 

The ultimate missionary objective of 
the Fellowship is to place at least one 
full-time child evangelism worker in 
each mission field to organize and to 
direct the work, co-operating with every 
evangelical missionary in the field, just 
as here the Fellowship co-operates with 
every evangelical church. 

To meet the need for these trained 
workers, the Child Evangelism Institute 
was formed under the direction of Mr. 
Alan Hamilton. The institute offers an 
intensive six-months’ course, designed to 
prepare the college or Bible school grad- 
uate for the specialized task of directing 
a Fellowship program. Graduates of 
the first section session are already 
working in or awaiting passage to Ecua- 
dor, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Guatemala, 
Palestine, Czechoslovakia, and French 
Indo-China. The second session opens 
January 8, in Dallas, Tex. 


Some of the Outgrowths 


Other outgrowths of the Fellowship 
program are Child Evangelism, the offi- 
cial magazine of the Fellowship; the 
Radio Kids’ Bible Club, a weekly program 
for and by children with a network of 
eighteen stations; and a wealth of Bible 
lessons prepared for use with children 
by visual aid illustrations. Training 
literature for teachers has also been 
produced. 

The Fellowship’s basic program of 
evangelization is simple. Fundamentally 
it is to reach the child with the Gospel 
wherever one finds him. In actual prac- 
tice the program has largely centered 
in small neighborhood Bible classes — 
called Good News Clubs. These clubs 
meet in Christian homes on weekdays. 
Here the children are led to accept 
Christ and to live a consistent Christian 
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life through the Bible lessons, Gospel 
choruses, Scripture memorization, and 
Bible study. The children are urged to 
attend and take an active part in some 
evangelical church. 

A second vital branch of the Fellow- 
ship program is open-air evangelism 
such as Mr. Overholtzer carried on in 
Chicago. Little opportunity is found 
here for personal follow-up work with 
converts such as the classes provide; 
but we have God’s promise that He will 
not forsake the work He has begun in 
those who are truly saved. 

During Mr. Overholtzer’s ministry in 
Chicago, he met a number of children 
who told him they had accepted Christ 
when he visited that neighborhood be- 
fore. Chicago has worked out an in- 
genious follow-up program for their 
open-air evangelists. Each child who 
professes Christ is given a copy of “The 
Children’s Guide Book.” This contains 
a stamped postcard which the child 
mails for a Gospel of John. The child 
reads on and mails in his cards until 
he has earned a Bible and has achieved 
considerable growth in grace. 

The magnitude of the Fellowship min- 
istry challenges the thought when one 
considers that just today—and every 
day —in Good News Clubs and open- 
air child evangelism around the world 
thousands of boys and girls are hearing 
the Gospel story which they have never 
heard before. ‘ 

And many of those children are ac- 
cepting God’s gift of salvation in Christ 
Jesus without hesitation or reservation. 
The story of one open-air worker in 
California is typical. She told the story 
simply to two boys. One accepted the 
invitation immediately and fell to his 
knees in the dust beside the sidewalk 
to receive Christ Even a passing fire 
engine could not make him look up. 
When the teacher asked him if he 
wanted to thank God for saving him, he 
fell to his Knees again and poured out 
his heart in thanksgiving. 

No one is more accessible than a child. 
Anything new intrigues them, and the 
Gospel story is so pitiably new to so 
many of our boys and girls. And no 
one is more receptive. Children have 
no mental barriers to surmount, no hard: 
ened hearts to melt. They are living 
lives of faith and dependence upon hu- 
man parents, and so faith in Christ and 
dependence in a Heavenly Father is 
easy. They accept Him so willingly. 
And no one represents a greater poten- 
tial force for Christ. Authorities say 
ninety per cent of the Christians are 
saved before they are twenty-one. If 
the Lord tarries, tomorrow may well 
hold an expansion of the Christian faith, 
led by the converts of today’s child 
evangelism, comparable to that of the 
apostolic age. , 

Fundamental to the success of the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship is its basic 
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worker. This is not the Fellowship 
director, who manages a state or even 
a city. It is the faithful but unassuming 
Good News Club teacher, or hostess, or 
open-air worker. These workers are 
businessmen and women, or housewives 
who volunteer their time —as little as 
two hours a week —to teach a class. 


These workers have no special train- 
ing. They need none. All that is re- 
quired is a personal relationship with 
God through Christ, a God-given de- 
sire to see children saved, and an abun- 
dance of prayer. Any spiritual Chris- 
tian can join in this harvest of souls. 
A weekly teacher training class in each 
city instructs the teachers in the Bible 
lesson for the week and in the other 
phases of the program. 

In turn, nothing raises the spiritual 
tone of Christian people more than to 
get them interested and active in a 
soul-winning work such as_ Child 
Evangelism. Missionaries have ‘reported 
that Child Evangelism is the answer to 
the “silent pillar” problem in national 
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churches. These “silent pillars” do not 
have either the education or, the ability 
to take positions of leadership in the 
church. But they can teach children’s 
classes; and they are doing it, rejoicing 
in the opportunity to serve their Lord. 

One of the oldest Good News Clubs 
reported — it began long before the Fel- 
lowship was organized — was started in 
her home by a new convert, just a few 
weeks after she received Christ. That 
woman has taught at least one class 
in her home for twenty-five years. 

Despite the tremendous advances of 
the International Child Evangelism Fel- 
lowship during the past decade, Mr. 
Overholtzer declares that we are only 
touching the fringes of the need. Christ’s 
words still carry challenge: “It is not 
the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones 
should perish.” We must capture the 
children for Christ. 

The headquarters of the International 
Child Evangelism Fellowship is at 1424 
Fourth St., Santa Monica, Calif. 


lll. “Other sheep | have” 


“ IGHT FLIGHT,” a little book I 

read years ago in the earlier days 
of flying, came vividly to mind as I 
boarded a big silver ship of the air for 
my first overnight flight. Others may 
learn to take these things casually, but 
the mystery and wonder of finding my- 
self suddenly in the clouds never fail 
to thrill me into an awareness of things 
eternal. 

But whether traveling by bus or train, 
plane —or feet, for that matter—I am 
looking for that soul for whom I have 
prayed before starting, who needs the 
Gospel and whose heart the Holy Spirit 
has prepared. I don’t know what form 
the message will take till we meet, but 
it crystallizes at the right time, as though 
already formed in the mind of God— 
if I have prayed enough. 

So I wondered a little as I took the 
only available seat beside a man, who 
appeared, in the dim light, to be sound 
asleep. As quietly as possible I rested, 
prayed, and dozed through the night. I 
prayed for him, whoever he might be, 
and for all my friends and loved ones 
far and near. 

In the morning, I took the Gideon 
Bible from its rack in front of me and 
opened it to these familiar words, “The 
heavens declare the glory of God,” just 
as the sun burst in dazzling splendor 
upon billows of clouds below us. I was 
so struck with the instant demonstra- 
tion of that glory as I read the words 
that I handed the book to my seatmate, 
pointing to the first verse of the Nine- 
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teenth Psalm. He took the Bible out 
of my hands and read the entire Psalm, 
handing it back to me as he spoke. His 
accent was foreign, his manner, courte- 
ous and thoughtful. 

“It is beautiful. I am all mixed up 
about these things. You must forgive 
me for'not speaking sooner —I was very 
tired, flying from Puerto Rico. I am a 
Catholic married to a Protestant, on my 
way now to finish work on my Ph.D. in 
Economics. Everything I hear and read 
mixes me up further.” 

With the assurance that this was the 
one in God’s heart for my ministry, I 
was not disturbed to realize that we 
would be landing in New York in a few 
moments. 

I replied, “It is not surprising that 
you are puzzled. I have some firsthand 
knowledge, from my husband’s experi- 
ences, of the things you are encounter- 
ing in books that undermine faith in 
God and His Word. I am not at all 
mixed up, having studied and proved 
these things for many years, and if you 
will give me your name and address, 
I’m sure I can send you some books 
that will help, instead of confuse you.” 

He gladly complied, and that is about 
the extent of our conversation. I was 
much burdened in prayer for him, and 
as soon as possible I sent him a num- 
ber of Rimmer’s books and others that 
I thought would appeal to him, as well 
as separate copies of the Gospels. Later, 
I sent a good Scofield Reference Bible, 
explaining that my sons in the Army liked 
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to provide money for such gifts, hoping 
he would find time to read at least part 
of the material in the midst of his stren- 
uous studies. 

For some time, I did not hear from 
him, but the burden continued, so I was 
confident the Lord was working. Back 
home, I had told our staunch little 
prayer group enough to enlist their sin- 
cere sympathy and interest. 

Then came a Christmas card and note, 
wishing me and the boys every blessing, 
thanking me gratefully, promising to 
write soon. Meanwhile, my sons were 
arriving from overseas and I was joy- 
fully and busily occupied in welcoming 
them, not, however, forgetting to pray 
for those on my heart. 

In February, I received a long letter 
from a dear prayer-partner, in which 
she told me about a fine young man who 
was going with her daughter. She said 
he was a real soul-winner, just graduat- 
ing in a few. days from University 
—the one my friend of the air was to 
be graduated from in June. ~ 

I sent her an air mail letter explain- 
ing my concern for Mr. D, and which 
she forwarded air mail to her daughter’s 
friend. His reply was a joy to my heart. 

The letter had arrived on commence- 
ment day, and in spite of all the excite- 
ment and activity, he had made and kept 
an appointment to talk privately with 
my Catholic friend. He seemed satisfied 
that Mr. D was a saved man, on the 
basis of what he had read and accepted 
in the Word of God and the books I 
had sent. He was carefully studying 
them, reading his Bible daily. 

Yet I have not heard from him to that 
effect, myself, and I am much in prayer 
that God will finish the work He has 
begun, and will call this fine, serious- 
minded scholar to be a missionary to his 
own people. 

Pray with me to this end. The Devil 
is very busy plucking up the seed 
planted before it can take root, or chok- 
ing it with thorns and weeds of his 
own planting. More and more, I am 
finding a need for deep, intercessory 
prayer for the souls God leads me to, 
that, after they have seen and accepted 
the truth, they may go on to know the 
Lord. If Satan can’t prevent the spir- 
itual birth of a son of God, he makes 
a desperate and determined effort to 
stunt his growth. Unless we are even 
more desperate and determined, we have 
lost half the battle, sometimes all of it. 

By the Spirit’s groanings within me, 
I am confident that the powers of dark- 
ness are after this soul, and that final 
victory through Christ will mean some- 
thing especially significant. 


OR1,ANDO, FLA. 





Too many Christians are seeking an 
easy life. They want the Gospel train to 
be streamlined and air-conditioned, and 
furnished with chairs—Leland Wang. 
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Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for December 15 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 
The Principle of Agency — 

“In Thy Stead” 

HEN Paul wrote to Philemon con- 

cerning the runaway slave, Onesi- 
mus, Paul said that he would have liked 
to have retained Onesimus in the “stead” 
of Philemon, so that Onesimus might 
have ministered unto him (Philem. 13). 
Paul was expressing the idea that Onesi- 
mus could have served as the “agent” 
for Philemon. It is possible that the 
background for this idea is to be found 
in the principle of “agency” in Roman 
law, wherein one person acted in the 
name of another. 

Deissmann states that Leopold Wenger, 
writing in 1903,1 pointed out that Ro- 
man law, as far as indicated by sources 
known to him, gave no recognition to 
direct agency. Shortly thereafter, Wen- 
ger made a study of the papyrus docu- 
ments that had been excavated, prin- 
cipally in Egypt (which was subject to 
Roman law in New Testament times), 
and three years later (1906) he published 
a monograph? that showed the use of 
the principle of agency in public law, 
in actions, and !n private law. The evi- 
dence showed that the idea of agency 
must have been one of the best known 
elements of popular law in Egypt,3 and, 
by analogy throughout the Roman Em- 
pire, which included most of the known 
world at that time. 


If there is a Jegal allusion in Paul’s 
wish that Onesimus might minister in 
the “stead” of Philemon, then this -is 
explainable on Roman principles. In 
this case the slave would represent his 
roaster.’4 The phrase used by Paul, “in 
thy stead” (Gr., huper sou) is used in 
many papyrus documents in which the 
scribe represents an illiterate debtor and 
writes “in his stead,” or “for him” (Gr., 
huper autou), as his agent.5 

Another possible application of this 
principle of agency may be seen when 
Paul speaks (v. 10) of Onesimus as his 
son, and then puts himself in his place 
financially in terms of adopting his debt. 
This follows the analogy of a father’s 
agency for his son, which is indicated as 
a part of Greek and Hellenistic law in 
the papyri that have been excavated in 
the Near East.6 The idea of agency is 





1 “Papyrusforschung und Rechtswissen- 
schaft,” Graz, 1903, p. 26f., cited in Adolph 
Deissmann, “Light from the Ancient East,” 
New York, Doran, 1927, p. 335, note 1. 

2*Die Stellvertretung im Rechte der Pa- 
pyri,” Leipzig, 1906, cited in Deissmann, op. 
cit., p. 335. 

3 Deissmann, op. cit., p. 335. 

*Cf. Wenger, “Die Stellvertretung,” p. 157ff., 
cited in Deissmann, op. cit., p. 335, note 5, 

5 Deissmann, op. cit., p. 335. 

®Cf. Wenger, “Die Stellvertretung,” pp. 199f., 
235, cited in Deissmann, op, cit., p. 336, note 1. 
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also gsed by Paul to explain the work 
that Christ has done and is doing for 
us, particularly as our paraclete or ad- 
vocate.7 


Putting to One’s Account 


UL assumed the debt of Onesimus. 

This is shown in his statement to 
the effect that if Onesimus owed Phile- 
mon anything, he should put it “to my 
account” (Philem, 18). The Greek word 
here (ellogéo), meaning “to put to some- 
one’s account, to reckon, to impute,” ap- 
pears in the papyri with exactly the 
same meaning,§ as well as in an inscrip- 
tion from Daulis, A.D. 118, and in the 
edict of Diocletian (about A.D. 300). 
A new and earlier reference has come 
to light in more recent New Testament 
archaeological discoveries, whieh have 
yielded a military diploma, in the form 
of an imperial letter, written in the days 
of the Roman Emperor Hadrian (A.D. 
117-138), probably at the city of Alex- 
andria in Egypt.1® The writer of the 
letter uses this very word, meaning “to 
impute,” or “to put to one’s account.” 

WHEATON, ILL. 





7 Deissmann, op. cit., p. 336, 

8C, M. Cobern, “The New Archaeological 
Discoveries,” New York, Funk and Wagnalls, 
ninth edition, 1929, p. 126. 

®Deissmann, op. cit., p. 84, 

10 “Berliner Griechische Urkunden,” No. 140, 
31f., cited in Deissmann, op. cit., p. 84, note 3. 
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More About the New Lessons 


(Continued from second page) 


1947, have already been published, and 
are in the hands of various publishers. 
Helps on these lessons will begin in the 
Trmes of December’21. The outlines for 
the “Uniform Bible Lesson Series” have 
been prepared, in tentative form, for 
1948, but have not been issued for gen- 
eral distribution. A synopsis of the re- 
maining four years of the cycle in this 
series;has also been forecast, but not 
for general distribution. 

Neither of these new systems of les- 
sons will follow the present International 
Uniform Lessons. It is expected that, in 
time, various publishing houses will be 
publishing pupils’ and teachers’ quarter- 
lies on these lessons. 

Tue Sunpay ScHoo. Times, along with 
many other publishers and other Chris- 
tian workers, believes it is most regret- 
table that there should be two other 
series of uniform lessons, though both 
are sound and true to the Word. This 
is bound to cause confusion not only 
among the publishing houses issuing les- 
son helps, but also among the hundreds 
of Sunday schools throughout the coun- 
try where the leaders desire to have 
fundamental lesson outlines and Scrip- 
tural quarterlies. It would urge its 
readers to pray that God Himself may 
overrule difficulties and obstacles so that 
there may be only one new series of 
sound, uniform Sunday school lessons. : 
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Lesson 11. Dec. 15. PHILEMON: A LETTER ON CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Philemon; printed text, verses 4-20 
Golden Text.—Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. —2 Cor. 3:17 


Kinc James VERSION 

Philem. 4I thank my God, making mention of thee always 
in my prayers, 

5 Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the 
Lord Jegus, and toward all saints; 

6 That the communication of thy faith may become effectual 
by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in 
Christ Jesus. 

7 For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because 
the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother. 

8 Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin 
thee that which is convenient, 

9 Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one 
as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. 

10 I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten 
in my bonds: 

11 Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profit- 
able to thee and to me: 

12 Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that 
is, mine own bowels: 


13 Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead 
he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel: 

14 But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit 
should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly. 

15 For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou 
shouldest receive him for ever; 

16 Nct now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother 
beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both 
in the flesh, and in the Lord? 

17 If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself. 

18 If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on 
mine account; 

19 I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: 
albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine 
own self besides. 

20 Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh 
my -bowels in the Lord. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
IS Letter to Philemon hgs been 
said to be the finest specimen of 
early Christian correspondence ex- 
tant. We need not wonder at this,*see- 
ing it was written by divine inspiration. 
And yet it has to do with a thieving, 
runaway slave, who had been converted 
through the ministry of Paul and was 
about to return to his former master. 
We need to remember that Christianity, 
in its inception, did not provide for 
the immediate overthrow of the evil 
system of human bondage, but eventu- 
ally it was the means of driving it out 
of the civilized world. In the begin- 
ning, it simply regulated the relation 
of master and slave where both parties 
were Christians, thus bringing untold 
blessing to those in bondage. 


Every part of this beautiful Letter 
witnesses the grace that operated in the 
heart of the apostle and that which he 
felt sure was equally effective in the 
life of his convert Philemon. Paul did 
not issue commands by virtue of his 
authority as Christ’s ambassador, but he 
pleaded for Onesimus on the ground of 
Christian love and brotherhood. He 
felt sure he could count on the full 
co-operation of Philemon in recogniz- 
ing Onesimus as a child of God and 
one who evidently showed some evi- 
dence of fitness for Christian service. 


The Epistle enables us to understand 
something of the conditions which the 
believers scattered throughout the Ro- 
man Empire had to face in that day, 
and gives us, as we ponder it, a new 
sense of the power of the Gospel of 
Christ and its influence over those who 
believed it. 


b % t % 


The Historical Setting 


Philemon was converted through Paul 
and resided in Colosse. He was appar- 
ently a wealthy householder. Onesimus 
was a slave belonging to Philemon. He 
evidently misappropriated money or 
other valuables and fied to the city 
where Paul was in prison, probably 
Rome, though some think Cesarea. Here 
he was converted and this Letter was 
given to him to present to his master 
when he returned to Colosse. The date 
was approximately A.D. 60 to 62. 


Verse by Verse 


Philem. 4.—‘Making mention of thee 
always in my prayers.” How real was 
the interest that the apostle had in this 
friend and convert! He prayed fre- 
quently and regularly for him. 


Verse 5.—“Hearing of thy love and 
faith.’ The two went hand in hand. 
Philemon’s genuine Christian character 
was well known. Paul rejoiced in the 
way the others spoke of his friend’s 
true piety. Faith works (or is mani- 
fested) by love. Philemon was one to 
whom the Lord Jesus was precious, and 
so his heart went out in affection toward 
all who were in Christ. 


Verse 6.—“Thy faith ... effectual by 
the acknowledging of every good thing 
which is in you in Christ Jesus.” This 
was not fulsome flattery, but recogni- 
tion of what the grace of God had 
wrought in the life and experience of 
this man. Because of this, Paul felt 
he could write with confidence as he 
was about to bring before Philemon the 
case of Onesimus. He would see every 
good impulse come to perfection in a 
practical way. Remember, he was about 
to plead for a brotherly reception for 
Onesimus, formerly a thieving, runaway 
slave. 


Verse 7—“Great joy and consolation 


in thy love.” Nothing is more precious 
than the manifestation of the Spirit of 
Christ in His people. Philemon’s fine, 
gracious. spirit had made him a bless- 
ing to many. Now Paul was about to 
test him further. He adds, “The bowels 
of: the saints are refreshed by thee.” 
For “bowels” we might properly sub- 
stitute “hearts” in English. The thought 
is that Philemon’s love had cheered the 
inward being of many a believer. 


Verse 8.—“I might be much bold in 
Christ to enjoin thee that which is con- 
venient.” Because of the close «tie that 
bound these two together in Christ and 
also because of his apostolic authority, 
Paul might have been free to give defi- 
nite commandment as to what would be 
befitting in the treatment of Onesimus 
on his return, now that he, too, had 
become a Christian. 


Verse 9.—“‘For love’s sake I rather 
beseech thee.” Yet he did not choose 
to exercise such authority, but prefer- 
red to lay the matter before his friend, 
reminding him that he was now “Paul 
the aged,” in such a way as to give him 
the opportunity of manifesting that love 
which ever characterized him, freely, 
of his own volition and not as acting 
under stress of any kind. 


Verse 10.—“I beseech thee for my son 
Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my 
bonds.” This makes it clear that Onesi- 
mus was Paul’s child in the faith. He 
had won him for Christ, and he was 
naturally concerned as to his future. 
Where the grace of Christ rules in the 
heart, “I command” becomes “I beseech.” 


Verse 11.—“In time past .. . unprofit- 
able, but now profitable.” It is a play 
upon words. Onesimus means “profit- 
able” or “helpful.” He had been any- 
thing but that in the past. Now all 
was changed, and he was living up to 
his name. We “are all gone out of the 
































Lesson for December 15 


way,” we “are fogether become unprofit- 
able” (Rom. 3:12) in our sinful condi- 


tion. It is grace alone that enables 
those who are saved to count for God. 


Verse 12.—‘Whom I have sent again.” 
Under existing conditions, because of 
both Roman law and Philemon’s char- 
acter, Paul felt it wisest and best that 
this slave should return to his master; 
so, rather than act on the letter of the 
Mosaic Law (Deut. 23:15, 16), he sent 
him back with this Letter of commen- 
dation. 


Verse 13.—‘Whom I would have re- 
tained with me.” Paul would have been 
glad if he had felt free to keep Onesi- 
mus with him, as he had proved useful 
in many ways, and he considered that 
he might have accepted such service as 
though it were done by Philemon him- 
self. 


Verse 14—“Without thy mind would 
I do nothing.” He would not presume 
on Philemon’s friendship, however, and 
as there was no opportunity to consult 
him in the matter, he preferred to have 
Onesimus return to his former home. 

Verse 15.—“That thou shouldest re- 
ceive him for ever.” Now that both 
master and slave were one in Christ, 
Paul trusted there might be no future 
rupture of their association, but rather 
a fellowship on much higher ground 
than in times past. 


Verse.16.—*Not now as a servant, but 
. @ brother beloved.” This gives us 
to realize what vast changes Christian- 
ity was working already in the early 
church. The one-time slave was now 
to be recognized as a beloved brother 
in the Lord. Onesimus in his wayward 
career pictures the course of all un- 
saved people. Repentant and truly con- 
verted, he goes home to his master. The 
great doctrine of substitution is illus- 
trated by Paul’s offer to pay his debt. 
The truth of acceptance is suggested 
when Paul intimates that they are to 
show their regard fos him by the way 
they treat Onesimus. It is a delightful 
miniature of the evangel. 


Verse 17.—“If thou. count me ‘there- 
fore a partner, receive him as myself.” 
What a beautiful picture is this of our 
acceptance in Christ! In the case of 
every saved sinner it is as though our 
Lord presents him to the Father, say- 
ing, “If thou count me as a partner, re- 
ceive him as myself.” We “are complete 
in him” (Col. 2:10), for “as he is, so 
are we in this world” (1 John 4:17). He 
says to the Father, “Thou .. . hast 
loved them, even as thou hast loved 
me” (John 17:23). How foolish Onesi- 
mus would have been if he had thrown 
Paul’s Letter away and undertaken to 
plead his own case! There can be no 
greater folly than to ignore the media- 
torial work of Christ and seek to ap- 
proach God in one’s own fancied merit. 


Verse 18.—“If he .. . oweth thee ought, 
put that on mine account.” It is evi- 
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Last Week's Lesson 
10. December 8.—Paul Admonishes the 
Churches (Temperance Lesson). 
1 Corinthians 6:9a, 10; 11:17-27; 
Romans 13:13, 14; Ephesians 


Next Week’s Lesson 
12. December 22.—A Message of Love 
(Christmas Lesson). Luke 2:8-20; 
John 3:16; 1 Corinthians 13; 
Ephesians 3:14-21 


5:18-21 








dent that Onesimus had robbed his mas- 
ter. Paul offers to settle everything 
for him, even as our blessed Lord paid’ 
all our debt upon the cross that we might 
be justified from all things. 

Verse 19.—“Thou owest unto me even 
thine own self besides.” Delicately, Paul 
reminds Philemon that it was through 
him that Philemon had been brought to 
know Christ. Thus Paul felt sure he 
could count on Philemon acting now 
in accordance with his wishes. 


Verse 20.—“Let me have joy of thee 
in the Lord.” Loving compliance with 
the apostle’s request on the part of 
Philemon would gladden the heart of 
him who was a prisoner for the sake 
of Christ’s name. When one has been 
saved by grace, it is to be expected that 
he will walk in grace toward others, 
even toward those whom he feels have 
mistreated and deceived him. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We have a lovely Gospel medallion 
in this short Letter to Philemon. A 
poor, thieving, runaway slave, Onesi- 
mus, who had been saved through con- 
tact with the Apostle Paul in prison, 
was going back to his master and this 
Letter was to be his passport to favor. 
Paul: undertook to ‘stand surety for all! 
the wrong done, even as the Lord Jesus 
«Christ has made Himself responsible for 
our sins and iniquities. Then Paul re- 
quested that Philemon receive Orlesimus 
as if he were the apostle himself. He 
was to be accepted according to his 
master’s estimate of Paul. In this we 
see how all believers, though once lost 
sinners, have now been “accepted in 
the beloved” and are treated by the 
Father according to His thoughts of 
His own Son. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Paul’s Personal Interest in Others. 
Paul was not a recluse. Though in 
some respects he lived a lonely life for 
the Gospel’s sake (1 Cor. 9:5), forego- 
ing the joy and comfort of wife and 
home that he might be freer to go 
about preaching the Word, yet he was 
a man of deep emotions and of very 
sincere affection. He valued Christian 
fellowship. He rejoiced when those he 
loved in Christ labored with acceptance 
and lived well to the glory of God. He 
was deeply pained when any turned 
away and made shipwreck of their dis- 
cipleship .(2 Tim. 4:10). His personal 
Letters show how deep was his inter- 
est in others and how fervently he loved 
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his converts and friends. Read care- 
fully this Epistle with these considera- 
tions in view, and you will see how true 
it is. 

Luther said, “We are all God's 
Onesimi.” For in this incident we have 
a striking picture of our lost condition 
by nature and practice and of the activ- 
ities of divine grace on our behalf. The 
Letter sets forth most beautifully the 
great truths of forgiveness on the 
ground of the expiatory work of an- 
other, and acceptance “in the beloved.” 


Summaries and Applications 


When the Gospel of grace is appre- 
hended by faith, that grace manifests 
itself in the heart and life of the be- 
liever. 

The Gospel works by what it brings, 
not by what it finds. It changes the 
vilest and the most worthless of men 
into holy and devoted followers of 
Christ. 

Like Onesimus, we have all robbed 
God and wandered far from Him. When 
He saves us we are regenerated, and so 
our whole outlook on life is altered. 

All believers are received and for- . 
given because the Lord Jesus Christ - 
became our surety. We are accepted 
in Him and loved by the Father as He 
loves His Son. 

It is one thing to be forgiven all the 
wrongs of the past. It is quite another 
to stand complete in Christ now and for 
all eternity to come. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
HAT Letters did Paul write from 
prison? 


2. What difference is there between 
Paul’s outlook in this little Letter and his 
Second Letter to Timothy? 


3. Where, besides verse 10 of this Letter, 
does Paul claim spiritual parenthood? 


4.In what respects did Paul yield to 
Philemon in order to gain his purpose? 


5. What was the value of such a course? 


6. How does the Christian message cut 
at the very root of slavery? 


7. Of what great evangelical truth is verse 
17 a parable? ; 


8. Of what great evangelical truth is ve 
18 a parable? 


9. In what three places in the New Tes- 
tament is the phrase, “I will repay,’ found? 

10. What great principles do these three 
verses enunciate? 


(Answers on page 1107) 
. V4 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M., .Olson 


“For we have great joy and consola- 
tion in thy love, because the bowels of 
the saints are refreshed by thee, brother” 
(Philem: 7).—A Christian brother in Chi- 
cago gave a truck to a man who was 
going to Africa as a missionary. The 
report of the gift reached me when I 
was over 2,000 miles from Chicago, but 
it gave me great joy—not because I 
personally knew the missionary, but be- 
cause such Christian kindness exists, 
and because the work of the Lord in 
Africa would be greatly helped by the 
truck. 

No one can tell how far the blessing 
of his acts of Christian thoughtfulness 
and kindness may travel. 

Paul, in Rome, heard of the kind deeds 
of Philemon to the saints in Colosse — 
1,000 miles distant—and it greatly 
cheered him. Never did Philemon dream 
that mention of his charitable deeds 
would be found on the page of Inspira- 
tion, and that it would be a source of 
great joy and consolation to countless 
numbers of saints from that day to this, 
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All believers today have the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that whatsoever good 
thing they do will be remembered (Heb. 
6:10) and abundantly rewarded (Col. 
3:24) by Him‘whose they are and whom 
they serve. 


“I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, 
whom I have begotten in my bonds” 
(Philem. 10).—Onesimus, the slave, had 
been, as Alexander Maclaren says, “a 
bad specimen of a bad class. Slavery 
must needs corrupt both the owner and 
the chattel; and, as a matter of fact, 
we have classical allusions enough: to 
show that the slaves of Paul’s period 
were deeply tainted with the character- 
istic vices of. their condition. Liars, 
thieves, treacherous, nourishing a hatred 
of their masters all the more deadly 
that it was smothered, but ready to 
flame out, if opportunity served, in 
blood-curdling cruelties. They consti- 
tuted an ever-present danger, and 
needed an ever-wakeful watchfulness. 
Onesimus had been known to Philemon 
only as one of the idlers who were more 
of a nuisance than a benefit, and cost 
more than they earned; and he appar- 
ently ended his career by theft. -And 











Within this circle no social problem is incap- 
able of solution. 


November 30, 1946 


this degraded creature, with scars on 
his soul deeper and worse than the 
marks of fétters on his limbs, had some- 
how found his way to the great jungle 
of a city, where all foul vermin could 
crawl and hiss and sting with compara- 
tive safety. There he had somehow 
come across the apostle, and had re- 


. ceived into his heart, filled with ugly 


desires and lusts, the message of Christ’s 
love, which had swept' it clean, and 
made him) over again.” 


Onesimus by interpretation means 
“helpful” or “profitable.” In his un- 
saved days, he had been unprofitable 
to Philemon; but since his regeneration, 
he proved himself very helpful to the 
Apostle Paul in his imprisonment — and 
the apostle was confident that he would 
be profitable to Philemon also. 


* So attached had Paul become to this 
converted slave that he refers to him as 
“my very heart” (v. 12, R.V.). And in 
the Epistle to the Colossians, written at 
the same time, he calls him “the faithful 
and beloved brother, who is one of you” 
(Col. 4:9). Faith in the Gospel of 
Christ does indeed build a “Brother- 
hood,” as the title of the lesson reveals! 
What but the “power of God unto sal- 
vation” (Rom. 1:16) could make a 
worthless slave, a faithful and beloved 
brother, and cause Paul the aged to 
speak of him ‘as “my very heart”! 


“Whom I would have retained with me, 
that in thy stead he might have min- 
istered unto me in the bonds of the gos- 
pel” (Philem. 13).—Sometimes a per- 
son is sent back to his starting point 
because he is undesirable, a burden, or 
a care; but not in this instance.’ As far 
as Paul’s personal desire was concerned, 
he would have kept Onesimus with him; 
he would have enjoyed his ministrations 
while he was a prisoner. 


But as the next verse makes plain, 
he preferred to do nothing without 
Philemon’s consent in order that Phile- 
mon’s goodness might not be by compul- 
sion but of his own free will. Paul was 
satisfied that if Philemon were beside 
him, he would gladly lend him his slave, 
but Philemon was a thousand miles 
away and Paul was not going to take 
advantage of him. Paul, like his Mas- 
ter, accepts no offerings which the giver 
is not glad to offer. ; 


“Receive him as myself. If he hath 
wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put 
that on mine account. ...I will repay 
it” (Philem. 17-19).—Luther said, “We 
are all God’s Onesimi’”—by which 
he meant we have all become unprofit- 
able to God because of our sins (Rom. 
3:12). We all need to hear and believe 
the Gospel. Whatever wrong we did, 
whatever debt we owed, the Lord Him- 
self repaid by His atoning death and 
glorious resurrection—and we are re- 
ceived as Christ Himself! (John 17:23.) 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Lessor*for December 15 ; 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1105) 
1. Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 2 
Timothy, Philemon. 


2.In this he is expecting release from 
prison (v. 22), while in 2 Timothy he is 
ready for martyrdom and glory (4:6-8). 


3. The paternal office in 1 Corinthians 4: 
15, and the maternal office in Galatians 4: 
19. 


4. (a) He withheld the exercise of his 
apostolic authority (vs. 8, 9); (b) he yielded 
his personal desire to retain Onesimus (vs. 
13, 14). 


5. (a) It greatly strengthened Paul’s posi- 
tion in his appeal for Onesimus; (b) it 
exemplified the principles of grace as 
against Law; (c) it tended much more to 
the development of the character of Onesi- 
mus. 


6. Not by legislating it into illegality, but 
by ‘announcing a new relationship in Christ 
(vs. 15, 16). 

7. The believer’s acceptance in Christ 
(Eph. 1:6). 

8. “Jesus paid it all.” (See’1 Peter 2:24a.) 

9. Luke 10:35; Romans 12:19; and Phile- 
mon 19. 


10. Luke 10:35 gives the principle of rec- 
ompense for service; Romans 12:19 the prin- 
ciple of divine equity judgment; Phile- 
mon 19 the principle of satisfaction by 
vicarious atonement. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Learning to Forgive 
(Philem, 8-20) 


HIS is one of the most beautiful 

Letters of Paul. He wrote it to 
Philemon, a wealthy Christian of the 
city of Colosse. He had slaves, and one 
of them was a young man called Onesi- 
mus. Slaves were like servants or hired 
men, except that they belonged to their 
masters, like cattle, and they didn’t get 
paid any money for working. The mas- 
ter gave them their clothes and food 
and a place to sleep. Good masters 
treated them very kindly, almost as well 
as if they had belonged to the family, 
but wicked masters were very cruel to 
them. They could kill a slave if they 
wished and nobody did anything about 
it. I am sure Philemon was a good 
master. 

But Onesimts wanted to go to Rome. 
He had heard about the great city and 
he was just like other boys and wanted 
to see it. So one day when nobody was 
looking, he ran away. And worse still, 
he stole some of his master’s money to 
pay his way. 

Philemon did not do anything about 
his going. Many masters would have 
hunted him and whipped him when they 
found him. Maybe Philemon thought 
he wasn’t worth going after. He had 
been so good-for-nothing lately. All he 
could think about was Rome. Some of 
you children know how he felt. You 
want to go out and play, but Mother 
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says the dishes must be done first. You 
never had so many dishes to do! Why 
do they always have to be washed? Why 
can’t you do them when you come in? 
How you dawdle over those few dishes! 

Onesimus ran away from his job, and 
he got to Rome all right. We are not 
told how. It was a long way to walk, 
and he probably walked. There were 
no trains, or busses, or cars. Even if 
he got a job in some caravan that was 
going, he would still have to walk. 
Slaves didn’t ride. 

How do I know he reached Rome? 
Because Paul was in Rome and he found 
Onesimus, or the slave found him. Paul 
was in prison, but he was allowed to 
have visitors, and his Christian friends 
came to see him and brought unsaved 
persons to hear the way of salvation 
from Paul. That might have been what 
happened to Onesimus. He believed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ when he heard 
the story of how He had died on the 
cross for him, a slave. Paul taught 
Onesimus many things and came to love 
him very much. He would have liked 
to have kept him, but he knew he 
should go back to his master. 

But what about his master’s money 
that he had stolen and spent? He 
couldn’t pay it back. Paul wrote this 
Letter to Philemon, and in it he said, 
“I’m sending Onesimus back to you. He 
has become very helpful to me, and I 
should like to keep him, but I wouldn’t 
do it unless you were willing. I want 
you to take him back, not as a servant, 
but as a Christian brother that I love, 
and you will love. If you count me 
your friend, receive him as you would 
me, and if he owes you anything, charge 
it to me, and I will pay it.” 

That’s what the Lord Jesus did for 
every one of us—He paid all our debt, 
and we go free. He bore our sins in 
His own body on the tree. 

. Onesimus went back with Paul’s Let- 
ter, and Philemon forgave him and ac- 
cepted him, forgave him even as God 
for Christ’s sake had forgiven him. 

If we love the Lord Jesus, we, too, 
will forgive anything that is done to 
us, because God forgave us. 

FE.Ton, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Christians Forgive and Befriend 
(Philem, 8-20) 


HE first three verses of 1 Corinthians 

13 may be symbolized on the black- 
board, poster, or flannelgraph by pic- 
tures of the following words in paren- 
theses: 


1. (lips)— (heart, with love printed on 
it) = (cymbals, such as used in school 
bands). 

2. (open book) + (mountains) — (heart, 
with love) —0. 
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3. (pile of coins, money bag) + (cloud 
of smoke from fire)— (heart, with love) 
=0. 

Review the verses learned and drill 
on the third. 


Only ten more days till Christmas! 
What secrets there are about what you 
are going to give your family and 
friends! Would you like to tell of just 
one thing? Why do we give gifts? (It 
is the custom; others give to us; we want 
to do something to please the person; 
and so forth.) Do you know there is 
one word often left out of Christmas, 
in fact, not a single letter of it is in 
Christmas! Can you guess what it is? 
It is a word meant by the chapter we 
are learning, yet that word is not in 
the chapter either! (Love.) Think 
about verse 3, and see if a Christmas 
present without love is much good. If 
you love your grandmother, I’m sure 
she will be pleased with your present, 
whatever it may be. 

Love is a lot more than just giving 
a person a gift. It is how .you treat 
that person all the year round. Let us 
look at verses 4-7, which give a word 
picture of love living. . . . During the 
week won’t you look in old magazines, 
which you may cut, for pictures of love 
in action: showing love toward Father 
and Mother, toward playmates, toward 
grownups? You may bring pictures of 
what is not love, too. 

Once a slave ran away from his mas- 
ter, and probably carried off some money 
and things, too. (Picture of person run- 
ning.) The slaves name was Onesimus, 
which means good-for-something. I guess 
his master, Philemon, thought he should 
have been named good-for-nothing! Do 
you think Onesimus loved Philemon? 
Did Philemon love Onesimus? 

Here’s another picture. (Person stand- 
ing before another man, perhaps seated 
at a desk.) Here the runaway is back. 
Why did the slave, who had not been 
caught, come back? What will the mas. 
ter do with him? (The children may 
make their guesses; or if they know the 
story, tell what happened to Onesimus 
in Rome.) 

Onesimus carried a letter from Paul 
to Philemon. Harold will read parts 
of it as Paul might white it today: 
Dearly beloved Philemon, I always re- 
member you in my prayers, and thank 
God for your love toward the Lord Jesus 
Christ and toward all Christians. I was 
made very happy by the love you 
showed in helping others. Now there is 
something I might order you to do, but 
because of our love, and since I am old 
and also a prisoner, I’m just going to 
ask you to be kind to Onesimus, whom 
I’ve won to Christ here in prison. Once 
he was good-for-nothing. But now he 
s good-for-something both to you and 
to me. I would like to have kept him 
to help me here, but I am sending him 
back to you. Take him back not just 
as a slave but as a beloved Christian 
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brother. I love him so much! And you 
ought to love him even more because 
he is yours. Welcome him as you would 
me if I were there in his place. And 
whatever he owes you, I'll pay if you 
insist on its being made up; but you re- 
member you owe your very life to me. 
Make me happy by the Christlike way 
you treat him. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Paul, 
prisoner of Jesus Christ. 


The Bible leaves Onesimus standing 
there before Philemon reading the let- 
ter. How do you think the story ended? 


Who has treated you mean lately? 
How are you going to make that story 
end? 

Orono, MAINE. 

* 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
A ad and explaining the Saat upon which 
ustrations are accepted m be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 x4 paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the 
3 ~y in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be slipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on Ls printed lesson text. Because of the 
Frozen’ paper ssubeatt readers are: asked to 
the tal subm itted 2, each lesson to 


Midnight to acntiies: ies the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty 
(2 Cor. 3:17, Golden Text). A girl in 
a mission school in India sang all day 
as she went about her tasks. When 
asked why she was so happy, she*said: 
‘I have been redeemed from idolatry, 
and you can never know what that 
means. I am set at liberty. It is like 
slipping suddenly from midnight dark- 
ness into brightest noontide of glory.”— 
From the Sunday Companion. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Always a Lamplighter—Hearing of 
thy love and faith, which thou hast 
toward the Lord Jesus (Philem. 5). 
Evangeline Booth relates an experience 
that she had at the close of an exhaustive 
day of speaking in London. A messen- 
ger asked her to see a man. As she 
hesitated he pressed her by saying that 
the man had come from a distance of 
two hundred miles. Miss Booth replied, 
“By all means; bring him to me.” “But 
he can’t come to you; he is ninety-four 
years old,” the messenger answered. 
Miss Booth hastened to the old gentle- 
man and he took her hand in both of his 
and said: “I was the lamplighter for 
your father when he held his first meet- 
ing under cover. I put up the wires 
and lighted the lamps. Your father 
placed his hand upon my head and said 
to me, ‘My lad, always be a lamplighter 
for Jesus Christ.” I want you to know 
that I have always carried the light for 
my Lord and Saviour.” How many of 
us will be able to say at the close of 
our little day that we, too, have had 
this singleness of purpose in bringing 
the light of Christ to the world in 
which we live? There are so many good 
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causes that demand our time, strength, 
and money that often we are bewildered, 
but always we are needed to carry the 
light of Christ to a dark and sin-sick 
world.—F rom the Secret Place. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Chicago. 


Two Glad Services.—Such an one as 
Paul the aged (Philem. 9). The Rev. C. 
A. Fox, true saint, true preacher, true 
worker, and wonderfully true sufferer, 
and also true poet of purest genius wrote 
at the end of a short note to Bishop 
H. C. G. Moule: 

Two glad services are ours; 

Both the Master deigns to bless; 
First we serve with ali our powers, 
Then with all our feebleness. 
—From “From Sunday to Sunday,” by H. 
C. G. Moule, D.D. Sent by E. Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


George Mueller’s Regeneration. — 
Which in time past was ... unprofitable, 
but now profitable (Philem. 11). At the 
age of sixteen George Mueller of Bristol, 
Eng., was imprisoned for theft; and later 
at the university he lived a drinking, 
profligate life, acting dishonestly even 
toward his friends. At twenty years of 
age he came under the influence of the 
Bible, and the miracle of regeneration 
was wrought. He who had been a thief 
was now so utterly a new creature that 
in the course of the years he gave away, 
of the money sent to him for his per- 
sonal use, no less a sum than $135,000, 
and when he died his personal posses- 
sions were valued at less than $1,000.— 
From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Franklin, Square, N. Y. 


Why He Believed.—Not now as a serv- 
ant, but above a servant, a brother be- 
loved (Philem. 16).—A native was dust- 
ing the furniture in the home of a mis- 
sionary in India. He carelessly upset 
a beautiful vase, which fell to the floor, 
breaking in many pieces. The fright- 
ened native ran to the missionary. He 
fell down at his feet, and begged for 


. mercy. The missionary smiled and said, 


“I forgive you.” For a moment, the 
servant looked at the quiet.face of the 
missionary. There was not a trace of 
anger in the facé. Leaping to his feet, 
the native cried, “I believe. I believe in 
your Lord Jesus!” The servant then 
told the missionary how he had gradu- 
ally come to know Christ through the 
missionary, and now the missionary’s 
forgiveness had won him completely to 
the Master !—From Gospel Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert Vining, Franklin Square, 
N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Almost Like Having Their Son.—If 
thou count me therefore a partner, re- 
ceive him as myself (Philem. 17). A 
soldier, on his way home after many 
months overseas, went out of his way 
to visit an old couple whose only son 
had been killed in battle, to tell them 
of his bravery, and to leave with them 
some of the young man’s personal be- 
longings. So eager were they to hear 
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more about the last days of their loved 
one that the soldier stayed several days, 
relating one incident after another as 
they came to him. They gave him their 
son’s chair at the table and his room to 
sleep in. Each night the old mother 
stole softly in to tuck the bedclothes 
around the one who had been so close 
to her own son; the old father took him 
fishing and told about the first fish “the 
boy” ever caught. When he left, they 
thanked him with their hearts in their 
eyes and begged him to come again, 
saying, “It was almost like having ‘the 
boy’ himself back with us.”—Source un- 
known. Sent by Miss Mabel Beeker, 
Petersburg, Va. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this is supposed to be 

a peace-making period in the world’s 
history. We had four years of war. 
Now the nations are seeking peace; but 
(writing in October) there seems to be 
small prospect of heading off another 
war, because the Christian way of peace 
is not being given a chance. 

In the Letter to Philemon, the Apos- 
tle Paul appears in a new role—as a 
peacemaker. - His effort is pitched upon 
the high ground of a Christlike spirit. 
Here were two men who had become 
alienated, a servant and his master. The 
servant had been unfaithful; he stole 
something and ran away. His name 
was Onesimus; his master was Phile- 
mon. 

Philemon had been won to Christ by 
Paul and they were warm friends. 
Philemon lived at Colosse. Onesimus 
fled to Rome, where in some way, we 
know not how, he came in contact with 
Paul who was a prisoner in Rome, be- 
ing allowed to receive visitors. Paul 
used the opportunity to preach te his 
visitors, winning many to Christ. One- 
simus was among these and was not 
only converted, but became a useful 
friend and servant to Paul. He con- 
fessed to Paul his wrongdoing, and Paul 
set about getting him reconciled to his 


. outraged master. This was the occa- 


sion of the brief, one-chapter Book in 
the Bible, called Philemon. It is well 
worthy of its honored place there, for 
it breathes as fine a Christian spirit as 
you will find in any of the Epistles, The 
Bible record does not tell us just how 
Philemon received Onesimus when he 
arrived with Paul’s Letter, but tradi- 
tion states that he was emancipated; 
that is, Philemon released him from 
slavery; and Onesimus was consecrated 
by Paul and appointed Bishop of Berea, 
in Macedonia; also that he afterward 
suffered martyrdom at Rome. 

We may well believe that Philemon’s 
response to Paul’s Letter was full and 
satisfactory, for Paul himself says in 
verse 21, “Having confidence in thy 
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Housemother: Opportunity in children’s institu- 


* tion for conscientious, reliable 
woman to assist in the care and training of a group of 
normal children. Excellent salary, including full main- 
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615, care of The Sunday School Times, 325 North 13th 
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obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing 
that thou wilt also do Leven] more than 
I say.” Paul was asking Philemon not 
only to forgive Onesimus, but to re- 
ceive him as a brother beloved, and it 
is quite consistent with that action that 
he would give his former slave his free- 
dom. It is perhaps difficult for us to 
understand what a priceless gift that 
release was to Onesimus. 


Fellows, it all boils down to this: 
peace can come only through sacrifice. 
Philemon had to sacrifice his resentment 
toward his absconding slave. More than 
that, he had to forgive him. Still more, 
Paul challenged him to be magnanimous 
enough to receive him as a brother. 
Onesimus had to sacrifice his pride, go 
back and confess his.sin, begging par- 
don. That is ‘not an easy thing to do, 
but it is the only thing to do when we 
have transgressed —if we would have 
peace. Paul was so intent upon recon- 
ciling the two that he proposed, himself, 
to make amends for any shortage that 
Onesimus might not be able to cover. 

The whole episode points to what the 
Lord Jesus Christ has done for you and 
me, fellows. We have sinned and come 
short of the Law of God. According 
to that just Law we are worthy of death. 
But “God so loved the world, that he 
gave his’ only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

A ragged, dirty, tired-looking old man 
presented himself at the private office 
of a busy merchant who was about to 
turn him away brusquely, when the old 
man produced a note written on a 
familiar letterhead. The note said, “I 
am interested in this old man; please 
fit him out with shoes and shirt and a 
suit of clothes, and charge to my ac- 
count.” It was signed by the merchant’s 
friend, the banker. A loan at that bank 
had saved the merchant from bank- 
ruptcy; and there would have to be fur- 
ther loans. The banker had proved a 
friend in a time of desperate need. 
There was an instant shift in the old 
man’s status with the merchant. He 
did not send the beggar to a clerk, but 
took him to the clothing department 
himself and personally selected his out- 
fit. No charge was entered. The regis- 
ter rang up “No Sale.” Here was a 
man in whom his own benefactor was 
interested. 

“God so loved the world.” 
shouldn’t we? 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


From the Platform 
By a Superintendent 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee that 
in the New .Testament Thou hast given 
us many intimate and beautiful pic- 
tures of the life of the early church. 


Why 
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We find in their experiences illustra- 
tions of Thy great grace toward us, and 
records that encourage us to believe 
that as Thou didst care for them, so 
Thou wilt for us. Lord, we can sec Thy 
tender, loving hand in the little Book 
of Philemon. We know that the love 
and gentleness which Paul manifested 
toward his brother and his son in the 
faith, Onesimus, all came from Thee, 
and we give Thee the glory. We thank 
Thee that through the Book of Acts and 
the Epistles we can trace the transform- 
ing power of Thy grace in the life of 
Thy servant Paul, and as we see what 
marvels Thou didst work in him, we 
take courage, believing that Thou canst 
change anything in our natures that is 
not in accordance with Thy will. We 
praise Thee for the picture we have in 
our lesson today of what our Lord Jesus 
Christ has done for us, putting all our 
sin to His account, and giving us His 
own perfect righteousness. Lord, may 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C; Smith 
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Lesson for December 15 , 


the knowledge of what Thou hast for- 
given us, and of Thy loving-kindness 
in dealing with us, make us considerate 
and kind toward others. We ask this 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The Bible is some- 
thing like the changing scenes in nature: 
there are dark and stormy passages, 
filled with tragedy; there are mountain 
peaks and valleys; and there are lovely, 
peaceful scenes that rest our hearts. 
The little Book of Philemon is one of 
these—a bright and sunny spot. Try 
reading it as a real letter from a real 
man to one of his good friends — be- 
cause that is what it is! It is a good 
example of letter writing, showing tact 
and kindness toward the one addressed, 
thanking him for his help, and at the 
same time containing a definite and im- 
portant request. Let us see whether 





THE EXCHANGE OF GRACE 


ONCE UNPDROFITABLE 
BUT NOW TO GOD AND MEN 














we can name some of Philemon’s good 
points. Then notice how Onesimus, the 
runaway slave, was changed by the 
Gospel. He is just like many of us— 
once “unprofitable,” but now useful to 
God in some measure. And what a 
beautiful phrase Paul uses when he 
says, “Put that on mine account.” 
Lord Jesus has done this, and more, for 
us. Paul could pay debts of money and 
property, but he could not forgive sins. 
Christ has settled our account with God, 
paying our enormous debt with His own 
precious blood, and exchanging for the 
filthy rags of our righteousness the glo- 
rious garment of His own perfect right- 
eousness. Have you received this gift 
and thanked Him for it? 


we 


My Class of Girls 

By Beatrice E. Borchardt 

In NEED OF A FRIEND 
HE Lord recognizes the deep de- 
sires of our heart for a better life, 
and when we are ready to yield and 
co-operate with Him, He works every- 
thing together for our good and His 
glory. This was true of Onesimus, slave 
to Christian Philemon. Perhaps he had 
no chance to go to Philemon and ask 
for counsel or an opportunity to amount 
to something. At least this must have 
been his conclusion when he ran away. 
There were two deep-rooted needs in 
the life of this slave boy, the need for 
freedom of spirit, and the need of hu- 
man friendship; but underlying these was- 
his need of Christ. Notice the contrast 
between Onesimus and Paul when they 
met, probably ‘while Paul, a prisoner in 
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WANTED 


WOMEN TO WORK IN FOOD SERVICE 
Apply Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois 


(15) 1117 


WANTED 


CHRISTIAN LADY to assist the dietitian in a board- 
ae high school ALVAN DREW SCHOOL, Pine 
Ridge, Kentucky. 
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“Bay Haith”’ 


Founded in the fall of 1937 to train 
young men for Christian leadership in 
these days of widespread denial of the 
Word of God, Faith Seminary stands 
today a needed witness to “the-faith 
once for all delivered to the saints.” 


The founding itself was an act of 


faith. The directors, realizing the urgent 
need for such an institution, stepped 
out in faith upon the promises of God; 
and the Seminary will continue to live 
and to grow by faith. Without material 
endowment, it looks to God for support, 
knowing that He will carry forward the 
work which He has established. 


Growth during the last nine years 


has been rapid. Commencing with but 
twenty-four students, the enrollment 
during the last academic year has been 
sixty—all college graduates. 


For information regarding support 
of the Seminary, address Roland K. 
Armes, Treas., P.O. Box 4299-T, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


The main Seminary building. 
Inset, the highly trained and 
consecrated faculty brings the 
best of scientific method to bear 
upon student preparation. 


For the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ 
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Rome, was given the privilege of preach- 


ing the Gospel. 
ONESIMUS 
Slave to Philemon 


Inner slavery 
No outlook for self 


Fear of life’s prob- 
lems 

Doubt of future 
betterment 

Bored with routine 


Too proud to repent 
and return 


A captive of sin 


Outer loneliness 
No intimate friend 


Belonged to no one 

Dislike for people 

Grudge against so- 
ciety 





Pau. 
Prisoner of Rome 


Inner freedom” 

“Looking unto 
Jesus” 

“More than  con- 
querors through 
him” 

“There is laid up 
for me a crown” 

“In every thing 
give thanks” 

“Not disobedient 
unto... heavenly 
vision” 

“Sin shall not have 
dominion” 


Joy of friends 
“My fellowlabour- 
ers” 
“All the saints” 
“Love one another” 
“Debtor both to... 
Greeks, and... 
Barbarians” 


What made the difference in the atti- 
tudes of these two men? While there 
were numerous differences, yet many 
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people in Paul’s position, in spite of 
better background, might have sunk to 
the mental and spiritual levels of Onesi- 
mus. Christ was!Paul’s Redeemer. Christ 
gave Paul his inner freedom and fur- 
nished the pattern for Christian friend- 
ships and a life of victory. 

Could a runaway slave boy have the 
same freedom of spirit and fellowship 
with the Lord’s people? Paul took this 
unadjusted, friendless- boy, and when 
by the miracle of love he introduced 
that boy to Christ, Onesimus became 
free in spirit and Toved by some of the 
outstanding men of his day. 

But he was still a slave. Paul, too, 
was in bondage, but the Lord was using 
his life in this way as a means of bless- 
ing to others. Onesimus was young, with 
the outlook of years of service ahead, 
and Paul wanted him to have the chance 
to serve the Lord Jesus Christ unre- 
stricted by the bonds of human slavery. 
Paul wanted master and slave to real- 
ize their position of oneness in Christ 
Jesus (John 17). 

The Lord wants to use each of us 
where we, with our peculiar back- 
grounds and talents, can work most ef- 
fectively. Sunday school should be a 
school of training for workers of all 
ages to go forth victoriously, and with 
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the determination to serve the Lord and 
win others for Him. Otherwise what 
would be our purpose in all this learn- 
ing -were it not to share the glad news 
of a more abundant life with those in 
human bondage in its many forms? 
Neighbors, though not bound “to a legal 
master like Onesimus, are suffering from 
inner slavery and outer loneliness. 
Wherever we go we find them: in cities 
and country, at work, on vacation, rich 
and poor, of many races and many 
creeds. 

“Those people have Christian faces,” 
we observed of some strangers, even 
before we knew they were devout, 
Spirit-filled missionaries; but seldom:in 
our travels do we meet people who so 
strikingly remind us of our Lord. More 
often do we see those with careworn 
faces, or with the haughtiness of hu- 
man pride, or the superficiality of 
earthly glamour. How many of these 
who are in bondage of one kind or an- 
other can we release? There were many 
runaway slaves in Paul’s day, but he 
did not bring them all to the Saviour. 
Though we may not win all the sad 
neighbors to Christ, will we be ready 
when our pathway does cross that of 
someone whom we might help? 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Embossed Silver Bookmark 


MOUNTED ON 
GIFT CARD 
35c EACH 


AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE 


and Letter Opener No. 402 


This silver-plated combination letter opener and 
bookmark will be a unique and lasting gift. The 
blade within a blade feature of the lower part gives 
it its dual purpose. 354 inches long. 


Embossed Bronze Paper Knife 
and Letter Opener No. 401 


This paper knife and Letter Opener is of striking 
design, a practical gift to be cherished. It is 
made of bronze with a soft brushed, perma- 

nent finish. 
to a point. 


Its 8% inch blade tapers 









GIFT BOX $1 


ABINCOON 
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PRACTICAL CIFTS 


Here are excellent and appropri- 
ate gifts and awards to be used 
for recognition of merit. 








THE ILLUSTRATION 
Howard Chandler Christy 
has blended the traditional 
with ‘the modern in creat- 
ing “Jesus the Christ.” 








-COKESBUR Y 
TENNESSEE 
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What does 
MoodyBiblelnstitute 
stand for? | 


An important question, apt to arise in the 
mind of anyone concerned with basic is- 

sues. Just what are the foundation prin- 
ciples of this Christian training center? 
What things does it hold most important? 


oa MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE STANDS FOR 
é be | The Historic Doctrines of Christianity 

* The great truths which Christians have al- 
ways believed ... the essential facts about 
God and the world revealed in the Bible... 
these have always been paramount. It is a 
remarkable fact that during its sixty-year 
history—while many Protestant leaders 
were discarding most of the vital elements 
of the faith—Moody Bible Institute has 
held unswervingly to the convictions voiced 
by the apostolic church and reaffirmed by 
the leaders of the Reformation. A glance 
at the Institute’s Doctrinal Statement*, 
which both faculty and business staff must 
subscribe to, leaves no doubt as to where it 
stands in matters of doctrine. 




















MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE STANDS FOR 


Service to the Christian World 


As a Christian school, the Institute’s min- 
istry outreaches all denominational and 
sectarian bounds. Its purpose is to serve 
and to help all Christians as much as it can 

. . “the greatest possible good to the 
greatest possible numBer in the best pos- 
sible way.” The training program aims at 
preparing young people to live earnestly 
and fruitfully for Christ. 


The Institute’s staunchly conservative the- 
ology is in marked contrast to its progres- 
sive attitude in respect to methods of fur- 
thering the gospel. It constantly seeks to 
apply the teachings of Scripture to the 
changing conditions in order to better ful- 
fill its ideal of service. 











If you believe in these things for which the 
Institute stands, you are invited to help 
through prayer and financial support. 
There is real need of both. 








*A copy of the Institute's Doctrinal Statement 
will be gladly sent to anyone requesting it. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, III. 
’ DEPT. $ 1067 
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WANTED « Christian maintenance engineer 


* familiar with heating plant and other 
equipment of large building. Write ils of experi- 
ence and we will arrange for interview. 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


BE ARMED WITH TRACTS 


Gospel tracts on almost every 
subject — 1,000 to choose 
from. Send 25 cents for 8-oz. 
assortment, or $1 for 2-lb. as- 
sortment. Catalog of books, 
tracts, literature and novelties 
sent FREE. 





OSTERHUS PUBLISHING CO. 
4500 W. Broadway Minneapolis 12, Minn. 





When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 





A Book to Lift Your Spirit 


FEED MY SHEEP 


Dr. Keith L. Brooks’ Latest Work 

Into these 100 Bible readings has gone the 
very cream of Dr. Brooks’ Scripture research 
work of 35 years. Every study is a gem-packed 
package yielding rich material for devotional 
readings, sermons, broadcasts, teachings, medi- 
tations, etc. A find for all looking for con- 
centrated and appealing truth! What a book 
to give anyone needing spiritual vitamins! 

112 pages - linen finish art cover. $1 each 
or 2 for $1.75 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Sta, Eagle Rock Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Need for the Bible Institutes 


(Continued from second page) 


vide optional training in. arts and crafts.” 
(Basket weaving? Chip carving?) 

All this diversified teaching demands 
an expensive corps of professors and in 
seminary reports one finds frequent 
“SOS” calls to the churches for money. 
The Colgate-Rochester Bulletin cries 
out: “The income from the endowment 
funds is neither sufficient to meet the 
new and enlarging work of the Divin- 
ity School, nor to carry on its present 
tasks with the highest degree of effi- 
ciency. This can be done only upon 
the condition of the continued help of 
the churches.” And Andover Newton in 
antiphon: 

“Andover Newton is dependent upon 
friends and churches for support. With- 
out such support its income is inade- 
quate for its neéds. This is especially 
true now in view of reduced returns 
from endowments.” 

These seminaries have taken over the 
endowments of their evangelical past 
and are too often misusing them to teach 
another gospel which is not another. Oh, 
yes, they so state it! A trustee of Col- 
gate-Rochester, in a eulogy of two of 
its professors on their retirement, ‘said: 
“They came to the faculty in those cru- 
cial three years . . . when the semi- 
nary was transformed and made ready 
for the change in theological outlook that 
was coming upon us. They served dur- 





KEEP A SOUL ALIVE THIS CHRISTMAS! 


—for hunger does not wait. .. . . 
and DEATH follows in its wake. 


Scores of Ukrainian refugee ministers and missionaries, with their 


wives and little ones, face starvation this Christmas. 


Their problem is not to have a Merry Christmas, — but - 


keep alivel 


Your good wishes and prayers for their welfare are needed. But 
it is your gift that will help to keep death from their door. 


Make your Christmas count this year by keeping 4 soul alive! 


Send your gifts to: 


Dept. ST. - - ° 





UKRAINE — the spiritual and 
ercaraphien’ center of the 
Slavonic world. 


THE UKRAINIAN MISSIONARY AND BIBLE SOCIETY, Inc. 


James Hominuke, M.A., B.D., Director 


1509 S. Cuyler Avenue, Berwyn, Illinois 








inspir 


223 pages 
HATHAWAY & BROTHERS - 





FROM SCENES LIKE THESE 


LIFE IN A CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
By Ethel Wallace 
“This is the kind of book that does our heart good, through and through. It is so whole- 
some and rich in Christian living that it enriches one to read it."—Amsgar Lutheran. 
“The entire book is full of human interest. It would call our nation back into the world 
in which our author grew up, where American families lived close to the Christian prin- 


ciples upon which this country was founded, a world which regarded the Bible as the 
Word of God and strove to live according to its precepts.”—Moody Monthly. 


“The book would make a fine Christmas gift.”—Sunday School Times. 


6th and Locust Streets, Philadelphia 6, Pa. 


$2 pestpaid 
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ing a difficult period of transition from 
an older, so-called fundamentalist point 
of view [under President Augustus H. 
Strong] to the newer day when the sci- 
entific attitude toward religious ques- 
tions was demanded of students.” The 
professors in question were trained in 
the Chicago Divinity School under Pro- 
fessors Case and Shailer Mathews. 

Our quotations from the official bul- 
letins of these seminaries display the 
moral results that have followed this 
“newer day,” which day is, after all, 
essefitially the darkness of eighteenth 
century deism. 

One consequence of all this has been 
the extraordinary upsurging of the Bible 
institute movement. The institutes teach 


_ the Bible and believe the Bible and sat- 


urate their students in the Bible. They 
are winning away from apostate semi- 
naries the interest and affection of thou- 
sands of churches. The Christian Cen- 
tury is alarmed about it. It should take 
to heart the wisdom of old Gamaliel: 
“If this counsel or this work be of men, 
it will come to nought: but if of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it” (Acts 5:38, 39). 

One cannot but think that this amaz- 
ing expansion of Bible schools has, in- 
deed, a close relation to Gdd’s plan of 
completing the preaching of the Gospel 
witness in the end-time. I noticed a 
recent seminary statement which pointed 
out the numbers of its graduates on 
many mission fields. But they were not 
evangelizing missionaries; rather peda- 
gogues, professors, teachers of psychol- 
ogy, economics, history of religion, so- 
ciology. The home constituency, if- it 
but knew, would hardly account them 
missionaries at all. The Bible training 
schools, on the other hand, put evange- 
lism to the fore. They are of the army 
of the great commission. This is as true 
of the major ones, as the Moody Bible 
Institute, the National Bible Institute 
(New York), and Biola in Southern Cali- 
fornia, as of the little new ones that 
are coming into existence constantly. 
Some indeed carry on mission work 
directly. The Prairie Bible Institute in 
Alberta has seven hundred registered 
students, besides 340 in its high school, 
and 90 in its grammar school. Also an 
outgrowth in the West Indies with little 
training schools in Cuba, San Domingo, 
Haiti, and Jamaica. In its Cuban 
churches are some 7,000 members; in the 
Haitian ones, 30,000. 

One is astonished that these many 
Bible schools can find support. Only 
the good hand of God upon them can 
explain it. The Providence Bible Insti- 
tute in Rhode Island has 321 students 
and many buildings. A Far Eastern 
Bible institute and seminary has just 
been opened in Manila. A glance at the 
names of only a few of the leading in- 
stitutes gives a good idea, if incomplete, 
of the sweep of this movement in the 
United States. 

In Minnesota, for example, are the 
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Announcing . - ' 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY'S 
ONE HALF MILLION DOLLAR Building Program 


| CTUAL CONSTRUCTION has started on 

the first unit of the John Brown Univer- 
sity Memorial Group of buildings. This is the Cathedral 
of the Ozarks, which will serve as University chapel 
with radio studios and music department as an impor- 
tant subdivision. The second of this group of buildings 
is the University library, which will be an adequate, fire- 
proof building as required for accredited Universities. 
The third building is the administration building, which 
again is a necessity as a fire-proof building for permanent 
records and which will provide particularly needed 
office space. These three buildings will be constructed of 
native stone and will be known as the Memorial Group 
of John Brown University. 


The completion of this group of buildings will make 
possible the acceptance of a number of additional stu- 


dents at John Brown University. One building now 
housing the chapel, library and music department will 
be made available as a dormitory. This is a work of faith 
and depends on gifts from Christian friends who feel led 
to help in the ministry of Christian education. 


Your gift is important and is needed in the program 
of John Brown University as America’s First Christian 
University of Vocational Specialization. John Brown 
University is dedicated to training of America’s finest 
youth in the three-fold plan of education. 


ADDRESS DR, JOHN B. BROWN, PRESIDENT 


JOHN BROWN 
UNIVERSITY 


SILOAM SPRINGS, ARKANSAS 
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A practical program of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by free-will offerings. 

Send for free illustrated Quar- 
terly to: 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 


WASHINGTON 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 
George A. Miles, President 
A Three-Year General Bible Course. 
New students accepted. 
Spring semester begins January 27, 1947 
Write for catalogue 


1445 Rhede Island Avenue, NW. Washington 5, D.C. 











When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 





WANTED—CAPABLE ARTIST 


to illustrate Bible and Gospel stories in color. 
Must be good at figures and be well acquainted 
with Bible text, costumes and customs. Whole 
or part time. Send samples of work with first 
letter; will be returned promptly. 


GOSPEL SLIDE AND FILM SERVICE 
923 S. Eye Street Tacoma, Washington 





Martha Snell Nicholson’s 


NEW BOOK OF VERSE 


Ivory Palaces, velour $1.00, cloth $1.50, 
for Christmas and other giving. Deeply 
spiritual and inspirational. Has comfort 
for the shut-in and Christian courage and 
fortitude for the strong. True to the 
Word. Also Wings and Sky and In 
Heaven’s Gardens, velour $1.00, cloth 
$1.50. Threshold of Heaven, velour $1.00. 
Canada, 15c Se to take care of postage. 
Order from Howard W. Nicholson, 1406 Lagoon 


Avenue, Wilmington, Calif. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT 
OUR HELPER 


By William G. Coltman, D.D. 


George S. Schuyler reviewing this book 
in Christian Life and Times, says: 
“To sit in your comfortable easy chair 
and read “The Holy Spirit Our Helper’ 
is tantamount to having invited Dr. 
Coltman to your home, He likewise 
sits down and opens his heart to you 
that's having fellowship with the 
saints, and what a saint this man is! 
You will be convinced when you read 
chapter 6 in which is explained the 
passage, ‘and when He is come, He 
will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment ...’” 


Price cloth bound, $1.25 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS, Findlay, Ohio 











By Withiare G Colima, 
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Northwestern Bible Training School and 
the St. Paul Bible Institute. In Colorado 
there is the Denver Bible College. In 
Philadelphia there are the Bible: Insti- 
tute of Pennsylvania, and the Philadel- 
phia School of the Bible. 

In the South are Columbia Bible Col- 
lege, Columbia, S. C., the Southeastern 
Bible School, Birmingham, Ala., and the 
Atlanta Bible Institute, Atlanta, Ga. 

Then there are the Kansas City Bible 
College, the Multnomah School of the 


. Bible, Portland, Oreg.; the Fort Wayne 


Bible Institute (Indiana); and the Al- 
bany, New York, Bible School. In Costa 
Rica is the Latin American Bible Insti- 
tute, one of very many others indeed 
on the mission field. 

This is God’s answer, or at least one 
answer, to the theologians’ scheme of 
bringing the church’s seminaries over to 
the outstanding postulates of near-Uni- 
tarianism. These schools may indeed 
have short-comings, but they reverence 
the Bible and teach the Bible, and this 
fact carries with it the blessing of God 
for their future. 

, 3 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 15 


3. How To Use the Bible 
(Psa. 119:33-40) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


YOUNG woman was remembered in 
the will of a wealthy aunt. She 
had expected that the aunt would Jeave 
her sufficient money to provide for her 
comfortably. But, to her surprise, she 
was left merely her aunt’s large and 
well-worn family Bible. She was so 
disappointed that she almost refused to 
accept the gift. But, taking it home, 
she put it away with a feeling of dis- 
appointment and bitterness toward the 
one from whom she had expected so 
much. A number of years later she had 
occasion to move the Book, and in doing 
so, dropped it. To her amazement. she 
discovered that all through the volume 
her aunt had placed paper money of 
large denominations. Had she opened 











1179 Delaware Ave., Buffalo 9, N. Y. 
JAMES A. STEWART, Founder and Director 





DO YOU KNOW that medical authorities state the average life 
span of a child born in Europe during the war is only twelve years? 


We must reach them with the Gospel before it is too late. The 
E. E.C. is seeking to meet this need NOW. 


JESUS CARES! 
For further information write 


The European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 


DO YOU? 


603 Witherspoon Bldg., Phila. 7, Pa. 
MRS. R. E. NEIGHBOUR, Home Director 
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her aunt’s Bible and read it, she would 
have enjoyed many years earlier the 
provision her aunt had left for her. 

The topic we are to consider this week 
should prompt us to enjoy the good 
things that God has placed for us in 
His Word. We can find them only by 
making the right use of this Book of 
love letters He has left for us. 

. 3 

One of the first uses that we, as be- 
lievers, are to make of God’s Word is 
to read it. Over and over again we find 
admonitions in the Bible to read what 
God has written there for us. One Book 
that even believers sometimes neglect 
names a special blessing for those who 
will read it. It is the Book of Revela- 
tion. 

‘ 


But we are to do more than read. We 
are to hide God’s Word in our hearts. 
One great reason for this is that, by so 
doing, we may be kept from sinning. 
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against thee” (Psa. 
119:11). There are other reasons for 
hiding it in our hearts, or memorizing 
it. One is that we may -give an answer, 
or reason, to those who inquire of us 
concerning our faith (1 Pet. 3:15). 


ve 
We are to “meditate” upon what we 


‘read in the Bible. In Psalm 1:2, we 


learn that the man who is “blessed” is 
one who delights himself in God’$ Word 
and meditates upon it. Perhaps as a 
child you have taken a bit of particu- 
larly delicious candy, and have turned 
the morsel over and over in your mouth 
so that you might enjoy to the full its 
flavor and sweetness. It is this same 
thought that is given us here concerning 
the believer’s enjoyment of God’s Word. 


5-4 

Another use for the Scriptures is for 
comfort and inspiration. We may so 
use it to find comfort for our own hearts 
in times of difficulty and distress and 
loneliness, and we may use it to help 
others who are going through such ex- 
periences, if we know what is in God’s 
Word, and know where to direct others 
to comforting and reassuring portions. 


ye 
Believers are to study God’s Word. 
You will remember that Luke, in writ- 
ing of the believers in Berea (Acts 17: 
11), said that they were “more noble” 
than certain other believers because 
“they received the word with all readi- 
ness of mind, and searched the scrip- 
tures daily, whether those things were 
so.” Likewise in 2 Timothy 2:15, be- 
lievers are admonished to study to show 
themselves “approved unto God.” In 
other words, we are to check up with 
God’s Word as to whether or not we 

are fulfilling His will. 


Certainly one important use we may 
make of the Bible is to obey it (Psa. 
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119:34). Reading and meditating upon 
it will be valueless if these uses of the 


Bible do not isswe in obedience. SANTA CLAUS 


ve 4 You get the facts and unvarnished truth Don't 
We are to use God’s Word as a lamp ows Ga Sept “racket” in Clifton L. nvilar 
(Psa, 119:105), to throw light upon our ‘ 


way, so that we may see the slippery “Santa Claus and Christmas” thi s 
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Salvation Gospel Posters 


Very Attractive 
“He that souls is wise” - Prov. 11:30 
For IN and OUTDOOR use, railroad, 





. 


: : b d elevated stations, G ] 
places and the pitfalls and avoid them. 32 pages 25 cents Paper cover [stately 4 wien, 4 he <% nb . x aqre 
ye MARANATHA PRESS Bex 124, Lincoln 1, Hebe. rooms and bulletin boards. 


Sizes: one 25” x 38", four 28” x 40”, 
five 28"' x 44” 


Ten different posters; price $3.50 pp. 


“THE WORD OF TRUTH” POSTERS 
1471 Dean Street Brooklyn 13, N, Y. 





Believers are to wield God’s Word as 
a sword, and thus put to rout our great ; ‘ 
enemy Satan. sax will pectin goa When answering advertisements please 
the Lord Jeslis used it in just this way, %¢¥ you saw it in THe SuNDAY ScHOoL 
when in the wilderness Satan sought ~7™™MES. 
to turn Him aside from the great pur- 
pose for which He came to this earth. 

ye , 

Believers are to scatter the Word as 
seed. They are admonished to sow be- 
side all waters, and to trust God to give 
the increase. 














“SEVEN THUNDERS” 


“Pastor” Russell announced the arrival of the Lord in 1874, 
and the end of wars and human government in 1914. , * 
Rutherford revised the dates and promised resurrection of the 
dead in 1925. He called his devotees “Jehovah's Witnesses.” 
“SEVEN THUNDERS” will tell you about it. Thousands rely on 
mediums to call back the dead to advise the living, “SPIRITISM” 
recites experiences with speek merchants, “PUZZLES OF 
GENESIS” answers hostile critics who ridicule statements in that 
book. “RASTUS AGUSTUS” is the story of a colored janitor of 
a college who explains evolution with “educated words.” * These 

books are 25c each. The 10 listed below are 20c each. 


Believers are to preserve and treasure 
the Word, and to keep it intact. Thus 
it becomes our responsibility to do 
everything in our power to resist+ any 
effort to discredit God’s Word or take 
from it or change it in any way that 
would cloud its truth or destroy its mes- 
sage (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Rev. 22:18, 19). 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Many textbooks assume that evolution is no longer denied by 
scholars. “JOCKO-HOMO HEAVENBOUND,” “PUDDLE TO 
PARADISE,” and “TOADSTOOL AMONG THE TOMBS” show the 
impossibilities and contradictions in the theory. Modernistic 
papers refuse paid advertising. “ALIBI, LULLABY, BY-BY” and 
“THE GEE-HAW OF THE ODERN JEHU.” Lullaby preaching 
unscares sinners. Gee-Haw will confuse a horse. 


Many schools . doubts in the minds of students. “MIS- 
TAKES GOD D NOT MAKE” and “DUST AND DEITY” were 
written to dispel the doubts. Have you ever suspected that God 
has gifts and power ou have never claimed? ead “HARNESS 
MAKER” and “EAGLE WINGS.’ “STOPPING THE STORK” would be read in a million 
homes if they had it. We can only offer it. These books are the offering of one who has 
P been a Bible teacher, evangelistic preacher, and conference speaker for many years, 
Children at Home 


Any five books for $1. All 14 for $2.80. Books sent povipaid. If you wish these books 
in quantity to sell, loan, or give away, write for surprisingly low prices. 


HOMO PUB. CO., 5609 Washington Ave., Ashtabula, Ohio 
Gopal Foils the Jackals * 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


OPAL’S father had died when he 

was a baby, and four years later 
he was left motherless. He then lived 
in a tiny hut in South India with his 
elder sister, and as soon as he was big 
enough he had to go out to help her 
as a street sweeper. Gopal disliked 
the work and longed to go to school and 
read books, but what chance would 
there ever be of that? 


One morning his sister, who had mar- 
ried when he was twelve years old, 
noticed a discolored patch on‘his shoul- 
der, and he said it made his right arm 
stiff and painful. She had been scolding 
him for not going out early to work and 
was shaking him roughly when Gopal 
uttered a cry of pain. 

“What is the matter now?” said his 
sister. “Why, I do believe it is the smit- 
ten-of-heaven disease [leprosy].” And 
from that day on poor Gopal was ill 
treated by his brother-in-law, and even 
his sister turned against him because 
she feared her baby son would become 


infected. Gopal could not believe for A ZONDE RVAN BOOK 


some time that his sister’s love had 


changed to hatred. He had adored her, Order from Your Religious Book Deale: 
and now she would hardly give him a 















KEN ANDERSON 


The “Novel of the Year,” written by 
the eminent young Christian journal- 
ist, Ken Anderson, is an entrancing 
story of life in a Midwest farm com- 
munity. All of the elements of a best 
selling novel are included in this grip- 
ping tale—love, laughter, tears—and 
withal an unusual Gospel message. 
The outstanding Christian novel of 
1946, beautifully illustrated, de luxe 


ea santed Price $3.00 
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The Sunday School Times 


Calendar for 
1947 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on white 
paper. 





Features 


Twelve pictures from the remarkable 
collection of Frances. Jenkins Olcott, 
whose photographs and writings are 
well known to Sunday School Times 
readers. 
Scenes are localities where the events 
referred to in each month’s Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons were enacted. 
The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uniform lessons are given 
for each Sunday in the year. 
There is a Scripture memory verse for 
each day in the year. 

PRICES 


(Postpaid), excepting orders of 5 or more to 
foceign countries. 


BES 


It makes an ideal, moderate-priced gift, 

and the quantity prices offer a real oppor- 

tunity to earn extra income by the sale of 

among your friends and fellow 
workers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


Tam enclosing B..............+++..+, for which please 


send me... ...------00++ copies of The Sunday School 
Times Calendar for 1947. 
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cup of water, and she often struck him 
and drove him out of the little home. 

“Go away,” she cried. “You make 
only trouble here. If my son is smitten 
with the sickness we will kill you.” 

Finding himself one evening flung out 
of the hut by his brother-in-law, Gopal 
began wandering about the town beg- 
ging from door to door. He shrank back 
from the cruel treatment he received. 
A dog, a blind man, or a lame man could 
get help more easily than he. People 
drove him away with stones and curses, 
and refused to help him. For one ter- 
rible year poor Gopal wandered about 
almost starved from one village to an- 
other. Then one day he met a man who 
had been discharged from the home for 
lepers in a distant place. 

“My small brother, you must try to 
get to Chandpur at all costs. It is four 
days by train; perhaps you can board 
one of the trains amd hide yourself 
among the passengers.” 

So Gopal began his weary, unpleasant 
journey. Having no ticket he was often 
put off the train and angrily abused by 
averyone. His ugly sores and wretched 
appearance caused him much distress of 
mind and body, for passengers vied with 
each other in their ill treatment. When 
at last he reached the leper homes, he 
looked a pitiful object. But God was 


watching over outcast.Gopal—he was. 


of “more value than many sparrows.” 
To his astonishment he was readily ad- 
mitted, fed, clothed, and above all 
treated with love and sympathy. 

In a few months he was a changed 
boy, quick to learn, eager to help in 
any way possible, and his disease im- 
proved wonderfully with treatment. 

To Gopal it was easy to believe in 
and love the Saviour of whom he heard 
so much because His servants at the 
home were so like Him in their healing 
work. “Oh, how can I ever repay such 
love!” thought Gopal. “Is there no way 
I can say a special ‘thank you’?” 

Now it happened that the leper boys 
had to help in the gardens and grow 
corn. Gopal was foremost in his work 
and inspired the others to do their best 
by his example. 

One season after he had been at the 
home for a year, the corn ears were 
looking exceptionally fine. Food was 
very short, owing to drought in that 
district, so all were delighted at the 
prospect of a good corn crop. Then one 
morning it was found that many of the 
long pale green ears had been ripped 
open and the pearly corn paxtly eaten. 

“Jackals !” cried the boys. “I thought 
I heard them last night,” said one. Gopal 
said little, but stood thinking hard. 

“We must not lose any more of that 
precious corn,” he thought, yet how to 
stop the jackals’ nightly raids was a 
problem. Suddenly Gopal had an idea. 
That night he hung up, in the big lime 
tree just above the corn patch, a large 
empty kerosene tin containing a few 
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pebbles. A line attached to the top of 
the tree was carried over the roof of 
the boys’ sleeping quarters and down 
to the veranda. When jerked, the tin 
made, a loud, rattling noise, enough to * 
scare away even the hungriest jackal. 

Though the other boys took turns 
keeping awake at night and listening, , 
it was Gopal who did the major share 
of the night watching, and thus the corn 
patch, was saved from becoming a total 
loss. 

How pleased the boy felt that he had 
thought of the tin! And though he was 
often tired by day until the corn cobs 
were gathered, to him the golden corn 
tasted marvelous. 

He was thankful that God had put 
into his mind a plan which had helped 
to save the precious food supply. 

Wortninc, Sussex, Enc. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 9 to 15 

Mon.—1 John 3:1-8. For Love’s Sake. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “For love’s sake” 
(Philem. 9). We have a goal in mind 
in all we say and do. If that end is 
selfish, service will be without real value 
or profit to God or anyone else. If the 
motive is to please the Lord it will be 
honored’ by Him. We do well to consider 
whether we speak or work for Christ’s 


- sake, the Gospel’s sake, the Body’s sake 


which is the Church, for conscience sake, 
and love’s sake; or for filthy lucre’s sake 
and to consume it on our own lusts. A 
bed motive will spoil every service and 
sacrifice, but a good motive cannot make 
a bad deed good. Pray that you may 
watch your motives diligently and that 
you do all for love’s sweet sake both for 
God and man. 


Tues.—Philemon 15-20, A Brother Beloved. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “A brother be- 
loved ... in the flesh, and in the Lord.” 
Some wayward Christians turn out bet- 
ter than some who never went astray. 
Not that there is any premium placed 
upon backsliding, but it seems to take 
a moral shock to bring some Christians 
to their spiritual senses. Peter, after his 
sifting, served the Lord better than be- 
fore. It is a case of “Before I was af- 
flicted I went astray: but now have I 
kept thy word” (Psa. 119:67). Some of 
the best saints had a bad tussle with the 
Devil. Pray that you may be quick to 
see what grace can do for sinning saints. 


Wed.—Luke 4:16-19. 
Brotherhood for All Peoples. 
Prayer Succestions: “The gospel to the 
poor.” Christ died for all, and His Gos- 
pel is intended for every creature under 
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deserving people, they fall under the 
name of grace. God’s forgiveness is an 
exhibition of His grace, that is, His 
merciful loving-kindness. “While we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Pray that Christ’s Cross may ever be 


in your remembrance. ® 


Bat.—Luke 17:1-4, Forgive Thy Brother. 

Prayer Succestions: “If thy brother 
trespass against thee, rebuke him; and 
if he repent, forgive him.” If we neg- 
lect the first duty we shall not be able 
to perform the second. Rebuke lays 
the groundwork for an appreciation of 
forgiveness. Consciousness of sin is the 
handmaid of sorrow for sin. A faithful 
tongue and a tender heart are rare po- 
sessions in Christian congregations. 
Readiness for reconciliation should be 
a common grace. Pray for courage to 
speak up to sinning friends when they 
injure you, and for promptness to for- 
give confessed sins, 
Sun,—John 17:9-21. f 

Prayer for Christian Unity. 

PRAYER Succestions: “That they all 
may be one.” Union is not the same 
as unity. You may have union without 
unity; but you cannot have unity with- 
out union of hearts. Believers who are 
all one in Christ Jesus should, with one 
mind and one mouth, and exhibiting the 
spirit of love to each other, glorify God. 
Pray for the kind of unity our Lord 
prayed for in His great prayer. . 
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Oranges and Grapefruit 


Commence shipping Grapefruit November 12; 
Oranges, November 15 to 20. Receiving 
orders now. 
Highest Quality, Hand-Picked, Tree-Ripened 
Orders of 3 to 6, 2% discount; more, 3@ discount 
Standard Bushel Basket 


(23) 


ET OTT OCT Pe TTT ore rere ee $4.95 
Oranges and Grapefruit.................. 4.70 
IE. ohh 6 n60e0dusneccesicceseequeees 4.35 

Standard Half Bushel Basket ~ 
GD ive ctkdkrccinccvesvccnsdenetusveeds $3.00 
Oranges and Grapefruit .............+-+++ 2.85 
SEED. .s-0 n dtd come cnsareescngeendaeeen 2.70 


These prices include prepaid express charges east of 
Mississippi River. est, add 85 cents additional for 
Bushels; Half Bushels 45 cents. 


Wis., Minn., Upper Mich. Peninsula,add 35c for express. 
Wyo., Mont., Nev., Utah, Idaho, Oreg., Wash., add 
$1.25 for express foc Bushels; Half Bushels 70 cents. 


HEALTHGLO CITRUS FRUITS P. 0. Box 123-T, Largo, Fla. 





When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 


to Firack 


EACHING JEWS FOR CHRIST 
dy Rodi to Hiren Lergoy and Other Gale 
ghout the Ceuntry Every Sundey. Hun- 
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heaven. The Church composed of the 
redeemed from every nation is a brother- 
hood to be loved, honored, and ad- 
vanced. “Love the brotherhood.” Pray 
for a greater “every creature” conscious- 
ness in God’s people. 
Thurs.—Genesis 45:1-5. Brotherly Forgiveness. 
Prayer Succestions: “He kissed all his 
brethren, and wept upon them” (v. 15). 
The solemn meeting of Joseph and his 
brethren which ended in their reconcil- 
iation melts the reader’s heart to tears. 
The scene lives before our eyes as- we 
meditate upon the record. Forgiveness 
of sin and tears go together. We need 
what Whitefield called “wet meetings” 
in our churches. If sins are seen and 
confessed, reconciliation will often be a 
tearful experience. Pray that you may 
feel the sins you mention to your Lord 
and confess to others. j 
Fri—Psalm 130. God’s Forgiving Love. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “There is forgive- 
ness with thee, that thou mayest be 
feared.” There is a difference between 
mercy and grace. A person can be mer- 
ciful without being particularly loving, 
and without showing loving-kindnesses. 
A judge may be merciful to condemned 
men, commuting their death sentence to 
life imprisonment, and never do any- 
thing more for them. But one who is 
full of loving-kindness is continually do- 
ing loving things; and when these kind- 
nesses are great and wonderful to un- 


Urgent Request for Prayer 


(Q) Why the urgent request for prayér? 


(A) We ask prayer for Rev. Zeidman as he carries the Gospel of Christ into the most 
turbulent and dangerous parts of Europe. Many doors have been closed to mis- 
sionaries, but Brother Zeidman enters Poland to survey the needs due to the 


ravages of war. 


1. Please pray for the safety of Brother Zeidman, that ‘“‘a great door and effectual” 
may be opened for him, and that many precious Jewish souls may be saved. 

2. That means may be provided for the carrying on of the work at home and abroad. 

3. That Mrs. Zeidman may be granted wisdom and strength from on high. 

4. Pray that God may raise up many Christian men and women who will earnestly 
and steadfastly pray for, and support the work. 


(Q) What is the purpose of Brother Zeidman’s missionary journey to Poland? 


(A) The purpose of the trip is— 


1. To give the Gospel and Christian comfort, as well as aid, to the surviving remnant 


of Jews in Poland. 


2. To search for missing friends and relations. 
3. To “feed the hungry and clothe the naked” according to Matt. 25: 35, 36. 


(Q) What about our work in Canada? 


(A) Mrs. Zeidman remains in charge of the work in Toronto, assisted by a band of conse- 


crated full time und volunteer workers. 


During the absence of Rev. Zeidman in Europe the I. Q. on Jews and Judaism stud- 
ies 


be suspended until his return from the missionary journe 
vember,. when these interesting expositions will be resumed. Send us 
address and we will mail reports of Brother Zeidman’s work in Poland, 


on Jews and Judaism. 


in Poland in No- 
ygur name and 
nd literature 


PRAY WITHOUT CEASING! 


SCOTT 
726 BAY STREET -~ - 


REV. M. ZEIDMAN, B.D., PH.D. 
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GOD'S WORD FOR DISTRESSED JEWS 


Giving New Testaments to Jews to Lead Them to Christ 


ILLIONS of Jews in Europe have been slain. Great 
numbers still remain; and how greatly they need 
the Word of God in their trouble and distress! 

Word comes to us that there are probably more Jews 
today in Budapest, Hungary, than in almost any other city 
in Europe. A Hungarian Jew, Mr. Emil Hajos, who was 
saved during the war, is now on fire to win other Jews 
in Hungary to Christ. He writes: “My wife and I are 
Hebrew Christians. By the grace of our Lord we were 
permitted to recognize 


OPEN DOORS IN PALESTINE 
In Palestine, in spite of all the trouble and strife, the 
doors are still open for the spread of the Word of God 
among the Jews. Our agent in Palestine writes: “Most 
of the Protestant missions in this land are using your 
Hebrew New Testaments. Everyone is so thankful for 
these Testaments.” 
Here in America the need for New Testaments for Jews 
is still great and urgent. The zealous Gentile and Jewish 
workers, Rev. Arthur Neetz 





Jesus Christ as our Sav- es 2 & ee es 

iour. We and others are 
working among our Jew- 
ish brethren in Hungary. 
Never before has there 
been such an intensive and 
widespread Jewish mis- 
sionary work done in Hun- 
gary as is now going on. 


“The New Testaments 
you got printed in Hungary 
before the war have been 4 
an endless fountain of ee 
blessing. During the try- 
ing years of the war, I my- 
self, with hundreds of 
others, experienced the 
blessing of having the 
Word of God at hand in 
the dark hours of suffer- 
ing. Your kind offer to pro- 
vide more New Testaments 
came just in time, as we. 
are just distributing the 
last hundred Books that 
are left.” 





TRAGIC PLIGHT OF JEWS 
Mr. Hajos is now one of the directors of the Good Shep- 
herd Foundation in Budapest. They seek to win Jewish 
people to Christ, and at the same time are endeavoring 


to supply the material needs of thousands of Jews in Hun-. 


gary who have professed faith in Christ, and have joined 
the various Protestant churches. Mr. Hajos writes that 
the plight of the believing Jews is especially tragic. They, 
with their unsaved Jewish brethren, have returned from 
internment and forced labor camps, homeless and bereft 
of all that they had. And the believing Jews are denied 
help by both the Gentile and Jewish relief agencies! 

It is especially to these suffering Christian Jews in Buda- 
pest and Hungary that the Good Shepherd Foundation 
seeks to minister. And the Million Testaments Campaigns 
is glad to forward te them any relief funds sent to us, 
to provide food and other necessities for these distressed 
brethren of our Lord. 


During the past few days calls have come from Europe 
for tens of thousands of New Testaments in various lan- 
guages for Jews in Germany, France, Portugal, Czecho- 
slovakia, Sweden, and Great Britain. We hope to supply 
this urgent need just as rapidly as possible. . 


After years of working and praying, plans are at last 


being perfected for the publication of a Prophecy New 
Testament for Jews in the Yiddish language. The pages 


are being set up in Great Britain, and this coming year 
we hope to send out tens of thousands of Yiddish New Testa- 
ments to Jews throughout the world. 





PROPHECY NEW TESTAMENT FOR JEWS 


Hundreds of thousands of these Prophecy New Testaments in various 
languages have already been given to Jewish people in many lands. 
A Yiddish New Testament is now being set up in London, 
Please pray for God’s blessing upon these Testaments, 


and Mr. Harry Rosenblum, 
are still having blessed 
times visiting American 
and Canadian cities, seek- 
ing out Jewish people and 
giving them our Prophecy 
New Testaments. Writing 
of some of their recent ex- 
periences, they say: 

“We have given out tens 
of thousands of the Proph- 
ecy New Testaments to 
Jews in five hundred cities, 
and hope to visit five hun- 
dred more cities, God will- 
ing, in the Unifed States 
and Canada, in the next 
year or more.” 


ie as 
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10th EDITION PROPHECY 
NEW TESTAMENT 


So many calls for New 
Testaments for Jews are 
reaching us that we have 
ordered a Tenth Edition of 
the Prophecy New . Testa- 
ment in English. 

Your prayers and gifts will be greatly appreciated! Will 
you ‘help us to provide New Testaments in various lan- 
guages, for hungry-hearted Jewish people, and also help us 
to forward more funds for purchasing food for the suffering 
Jews in Europe? (Write us for information as to where 
to send used, warm clothing for Jews in Europe.) The Lord 
Jesus said: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


A FREE CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCE ° 


For a limited time we are sending, free of cost, a beautiful 
32-page booklet of daily Scripture verses for 1947 to each 
one who sends a donation for giving God’s Word to the 
Jews. The cover of the booklet has a beautiful picture, 
in four colors and gold, showing a Palestine shepherd and 
his sheep at the traditional place of the Twenty-third Psalm. 








CUT OUT ALONG THIS LINE 


MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS, Inc. 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
Dear Sirs: 


Enclosed find 


S.S.T. 


. . .dollars for providing New Testaments in 
various languages for Jews in many land:. 


Enclosed also find .. . . dollars t ide f tel 
of distressed Jews in Europe. ars to provide for material needs 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| son send me as promised, a gift copy of the 32-page illustrated 
| 

| 

| 

| 


ras ee eee ae ee eee ree ee ee, ° 

eg BF PRET Se ELT OLE eee eee . 

Gs ss wht Sk See ce Ls Had Zone No Semte. wc ce cee 
Make all checks payable to Million Test: ts C igns, Inc. 
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Some Good Things Planned for 1947 





Are We Near the End of This Age? 


Many Christians throughout the 
world believe that the end of this 
age is not far distant. Therefore 
interest in the whole body of truth 
relating to the second coming of 
Christ is rapidly increasing. Dr. 
William L. Pettingill, well-known 
Bible teacher, author, and one of 
the consulting editors of the Sco- 
field Reference Bible, is writing a 
series of eight articles for the Tumes 
on the following topics: 

1. The Present Program 
2. Signs of the End of the Age 
3. The Rapture—the First Great 

Event 
4. The Testimony to All Nations 
5. The Great Tribulation 
6. The Battle of Armageddon 
7. The Millennium — and Afterward 
8. Answers to Questions 


News Direct from Palestine 


Dr. Tom Lambie, veteran mission- 
ary, is now working in Jerusalem, 
Palestine, under the auspices of the 
Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions. He is sending his 
own eyewitness, up-to-date reports 
to THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs. 
Amiong those already in hand, and 
to be published early next year, are 
his review of various kinds of mis- 
sion work now being carried on in 
Palestine; his reasons for believing 
that Palestine is able to support a 
large population; and notes on the 
Jewish-Arab contention over the 
land. 


The Monk Who Lived Again 


One of the most dramatic stories 
that the Tres has had .the priv- 
ilege of publishing in recent years 
is the personal testimony of Dr. 
Walter Manuel Montano. He came 
of a well-to-do, cultured family in 
Bolivia, and was in training for the 
priesthood of the Roman Catholic 
Church. But little by little he be- 
came disillusioned. He speaks of 
the “hell inside the monastery.” He 
witnessed the awful death-bed scene 
of an old priest who could find no 
peace in his dying agony. Secretly 
he read a book called, “Nights With 
the Romanists,” which he had acci- 
dentally found among the con- 
demned books in the library. 
Finally, under cover of night, he 
made his escape from the monas- 


tery, and went to a Baptist mission- 
ary, who’ faithfully led him to the 
Lord Jesus. Dr. Montano’s troubles 
were only beginning, for he had to 
suffer much persecution, imprison- 
ment, and finally was disowned by 
his family. But God marvelously 
protected him, and he is today 


preaching the Gospel of the grace. 


of God. 

Dr. Montano has written his own 
personal testimony y for Times 
readers, and it will be published in 
several installments this coming 
year. 


“Prayer Changes Things” 


One of the Tres writers whose 
articles have proved to be most ac- 
ceptable to readers is the Rev. J. E. 
Harris, formerly pastor of a church 
in Lethbridge, Alta., and now prine 
cipal of the Vancouver Bible School, 
Vancouver, B. C. Many of the lead- 
ing editorials, though unsigned, 
have been from his pen, and be- 
cause of the great demand for them, 
numbers have been reprinted in 
pamphlet form. Mr. Harris has re- 
cently sent the Tres a fine brief 
series of three articles on the vitally 
important, but too often neglected, 
matter of prayer. These articles, to 
be published next year, are as fol- 
lows: The Worth of Prayer; The 
Scope of Prayer; The Price of 
Prayer. 


Mr. Harris has also joined the staff 
as the writer of one of the Tres 
regular lesson departments. He will 
succeed the late Dr. Philip E. How- 
ard as the writer of “From the Plat- 
form,” the article for superintend- 
ents on the International Uniform 
Lesson. 


What Is Beyond Death? 


Every Christian knows that 
Heaven and hell are realities, and 
looks forward to an eternity of bliss 
in the presence of God. But there 
are many whose ideas on these sub- 
jects are somewhat hazy, and not 
always founded on the clear teach- 
ings of Scripture. They have as- 
surance themselves, but they some- 
times find it hard to give to others 
a reason for the hope that is within 
them. For these who need more 
instruction, and to awaken the in- 
different and unbelieving, Mr. Har- 
ris has written three editorials, fol- 


lowing the teaching of Scripture, 
on these three questions: 
Is There a Life After Death? 
Is Hell a Myth? 
Is Heaven a Reality? 


How We Got Our Bible 


The Editors take special pleasure 
in announcing that they will pub- 


lish a series of four articles next. 


year by Basil F. C. Atkinson, M.A., 
Ph.D., Under-Librarian in the Uni- 
versity Library, Cambridge, Eng. 
Dr. Atkinson calls himself “a very 
ordinary humble servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, a great sinner re- 
deemed by grace.” He writes: “My 
life work is to help and support 
Christian Union in the University 
by doing what I can to build up the 
young men in the faith by study of 
God’s Word and helping them to 
win other, for Christ.” He has done 
a good de 1 of speaking-all over 
England, a.4d has written a great 
many articles on Scriptural subjects 
as well as three books entitled “Is 
the Bible True?” (1933); “Valiant 
in Fight” (1937); “The War with 
Satan” (1940). Dr. Atkinson will 
write for THe Sunpay ScHooL TrmMes 
two articles on each of the follow- 
ing topics: . 
“The Origin and Transmission of the 
Old Testament” 
“The Origin and Transmission of the 
. New Testament” 


The Long-Lived Evolutionary Theory 


High school and college students 
(and even grammar school children) 
are still plagued by the unfounded 
theory of evolution: Mr. Douglas De- 
war of England, Christian zoologist 
and ornithologist, formerly of the 
Indian Civil Service, who has had 
considerable experience and success 
in debating against evolutionists, 
has written two more articles for 
the Times. (Four of his appeared 
in the Tres in 1946.) These latest 
review critically an up-to-date book 
on evolution- -“Tempo and Mode 
in Evolution,” by G. G. Simpson 
(Columbia University Press, 1944). 
Mr. Dewar refutes Dr. Simpson’s 
argument from the point of view 
of true science. 

There will also be more of Dr. 
Arthur I. Brown’s popular articles 
showing why the evolutionary the- 
ory is wrong. 
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